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LATEST RELEASE 

Murphy Transport Cork 60th 
Anniversary Model, DAF XF106 and 
Tanker, due Dec 16 


¥ ik-- ^ 


LATEST RELEASE 

Paeon Scania R560 & Stas 

Walking Floor trailer €170. 


FUTURE RELEASE 

Myers International FI2 Globetrotter 
and Chereau fridge trailer. Due July/ 
August 2017. Price €180. 


FUTURE RELEASE 

K Mackin International Transport, 
Scania R730 Show Truck 

Due December 17 /January 18. 


Premier Stockist of 


WSI Models 


and Drake 


Collectables . 


EMERALD ^ 

MODEL TRUCKS 


Tel: 00353 87 4360977 
Email: emeraldmodeltrucks@gmail.com 
www.emeraldmodeltrucks.com 

Specialist in high quality replica trucks 

Mail order a pleasure and we accept all major cards for payment 
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6 Fire Service Ambulances 

Ron Henderson tells us about the 
development of ambulance services and 
those run in conjunction with fire services. 

10 Bedford Fire Engines 

Andy Rust has offered us the use of a 
catalogue used by Bedford dealers as a 
sales aid. 

16 Body Language 

Malcolm Bates previews the later Road 
Transport Archive issue, which looks at... 
bodywork. 

22 Cadwallader - Seen Everywhere 

Roger Pickering has sent us a selection of 
pictures of the company's vehicles, which 
were once seen throughout the UK and 
Europe. 

28 Tailor-Made 
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showing vehicles in use as'floats'for this 
carnival procession, which has always 
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Gaydon Retro Show, Cumbrian Trunk Run, 
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Gosling, Mike Forbes, Len Jefferies, 

Keith Baldwin, Malcolm Ranieri, Barry 
Fenn, and Vic Capon. 
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Your interesting stories, pictures and 
thoughts on recent issues. 
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75 Tailscene - Austin Archives 

Saved from destruction many years ago 
by Keith Roberts, we have some pictures 
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LEDBURY 
01531 631122 
www.hjpugh.com 


LARLING ANGEL, SNETTERTON, 

NORFOLK, NR16 2QU 
COMMERCIALS, TRACTORS ETC 
SATURDAY 3 rd MARCH 
Catalogue online 

HIGH BANK, LEINTWARDINE. 

CRAVEN ARMS, SHROPS. SY7 OLU 

The dispersal sale of the collections of Les Morgan, Roy Morgan and Ken Williams 


VINTAGE AND CLASSIC COMMERCIALS and TRACTORS 



SATURDAY 7th APRIL 11am 


Auction live and online. Catalogue online shortly 

HAZLE MEADOWS AUCTION CENTRE, LEDBURY H8R 2LP 
M50 junction 2 only 4 miles. First annual collective sale of 
VINTAGE AND CLASSIC COMMERCIALS, PLANT, TRACTORS, SPARES 
SATURDAY 19 th MAY. Further entries invited 



If you have a single item or whole collection to sell please contact us. Pre sale appraisal 
available. All enquiries treated in strictest confidence. Follow our website for up to date 
information. Free Catalogue subscription and email sale notification service. 
























Above: Some of the classic lorries seen at the 2017 Spring Tractor World & Classic Commercial Show 
at Malvern. This year’s event is shaping up to be just as successful. 

Right: Someone’s nicked my wheels! No, the British Motor Museum’s Auston K9 radio truck is getting 
its brakes relined, ready for this year’s season, while in winter storage. Will our Malcolm be using it 
as a platform for more interesting pictures at the June classic commercial show? We’ll see... 


W e might be in the middle 
of winter, with the sun 
only making the odd 
guest appearance in the 
sky, but there is plenty 
going on behind the scenes in preparation 
for the 2018 rally season. I have been 
asked to make sure readers know about 
two season-opening events, sponsored by 
Vintage Roadscene's publisher, Kelsey. 

The Spring Tractor World & Classic 
Commercial Show, on 24 - 25th February, 
at Three Counties Showground, Malvern, 

WR13 6NW, is rapidly taking shape with 
many traders and exhibitors already booked, 
including some traders attending for the first 
time. 

This well-established event, using all four 
indoor halls plus outdoors at the Malvern 
showground is the first major event of the 
year, with veteran, vintage and classic tractors 
and machinery, plus classic commercials and 
miniature steam engines, with 90% indoors. 
All the major tractor clubs are attending. 

Show highlights include the huge Saturday 
HJ Pugh vintage auction sale, which normally 
has around 2000 lots, plus the Sunday classic 
commercial 'drive in day', alongside the classic 
trucks on display for the weekend. 

ERF Histories Vehicles, Bedford Enthusiasts 
Club and the'Steel Boys'are all booked 
in for Malvern, while there will be classic 
commercials on the'Blue Force'(Ford) stand 
as well. 

The following month, for enthusiasts further 
north, Tractor World Scotland & Classic 
Commercial Show, is on 24 - 25th March, at 
The Royal Highland Centre, Edinburgh EH28 
8NB.This new event, close to Edinburgh, is 


already ahead of expectations, with a very 
good selection of the usual Malvern traders 
booked into the new show, located right next 
door to Edinburgh Airport, with excellent 
daily flight links. 

Again, veteran, vintage and classic tractors 
and machinery, plus classic commercials and 
trade stands, will be on display both indoors 
and outdoors. 

Graham Burke from Pentland Auctions, who 
is running the Saturday vintage sale, reports 
that 25 tractors and classic commercials have 
already been entered into this first sale, with 
numerous small lots also consigned. 

Tractor club stands already booked include 
Blue Force, FOFH (Friends of Ferguson 
Heritage), Ferguson Club and the IH Club, 
with more clubs both national and regional 
due in. 

See the advert in this issue or check out the 
event website to see who is attending and for 
further information. If you would like to take 
part at either of the shows, either showing a 
tractor, exhibit or classic commercial, book 
a trade stand plus admission and camping 
tickets, please visit the website www. 
tractorworldshows.co.uk to download a form 
or book tickets online. You can also call the 
office on 016974 51882 (daytime), leaving a 
message if busy. 

Unfortunately, I also have to let you 
know that the extra show at Gaydon in 
July, celebrating 60 Years of the Historic 
Commercial Vehicle Society, will now not 
be taking place. The organising HCVS sub¬ 
committee and British Motor Museum events 
management have reluctantly had to give up 
the unequal struggle to overcome obstacles 
they have encountered in setting up the show. 


This is a great shame, as this would have 
been a 'milestone' event. The Classic & Vintage 
Commercial Vehicle Show, on June 9 -10th 
is not affected, and will this year include a 
tribute to the Lorry Driver of the Year tests of 
old - more details as we have them... 

These are just a few of the many shows 
and events which will be taking place during 
the year. We will be including our usual 
Rally Diary from the next issue onwards. 
Meanwhile, settle back and enjoy the feast of 
road transport nostalgia we have for you in 
this issue. 


The Lord Mayor’s Show in London has 
traditionally been used as a showcase 
by many industries, as well as the armed 
forces. In this month’s‘Scenes Past’, we Look 
back with pictures from the Chris Hodge 
‘Stilltime’Collection of several events of the 
past, and the Lorries which were used as 
‘floats’ - an name which derives from the 
parade originating on the river. 
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FIRE SERVICE AMBULANCES 


Ron Henderson looks at the development of ambulance services and those run in conjunction with fire services. 




Above: The County of Middlesex opted 
for a joint Fire and Ambulance Service 
upon the foundation of the NHS in 1948. 
Shown here at Ealing Fire Station is one 
of the service’s Morris -Commercial LC3 
ambulances alongside a Dennis F12 pump 
escape. Cunard Commercial Bodybuilding 
Company of Wembley and JS Keam of 
Hackney undertook the conversions of the 
early Middlesex ambulances. 


T he ambulance service is the 

youngest of the three principal 
emergency services, but has 
evolved into a highly developed 
organisation, with highly 
trained staff. They are programmed to 
deliver a wide range of advanced medical 
procedures to individuals suffering from 
sudden illnesses and accidents. For many 
years, developments and improvements in 
service delivery were relatively stagnant: the 
greatest change coming in 1983, with the 
introduction of registered National Health 
Service paramedics. 

Until the implementation of the National 
Health Service in 1948, there was no 
compulsory legislation for local councils 
to provide ambulance services for their 
communities. For those citizens that were 
provided with the facility of an ambulance 
service, it had to be paid for. In some cases, 


Above: The County of Hertfordshire operated a joint fire and ambulance service, with a fleet 
of Bedford, Dennis, Ford Transit and the big London-pattern Daimler DC27s.This one still 
survives. 


local residents founded community welfare 
schemes, whereby those that subscribed 
an annual fee were allowed use of the 
ambulance. 

In the regions where coalfields were 
concentrated, there were colliery welfare 
schemes, which also offered a subscription 


scheme for miners and their families. 

In various places the voluntary first aid 
organisations of the St John Ambulance and 
British Red Cross also provided an important 
service. 

In cities and larger towns, the provision 
for operating a street accident ambulance 
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Above: The City of Birmingham provided 
the biggest joint fire and ambulance 
service, which remained that way until 
1974. It operated a Large fleet of deluxe 
Daimler, Austin Sheerline, Humber and 
Dennis ambulances, before standardising 
on Bedford J1 ambulances, such as 
this 1965 Lomas-bodied dual-purpose 
ambulance. 

Right: Unmistakably fire service 
ambulances, this Morris LD and Ford 
Thames 400E operated in the City of Cork, 
but the joint service was Later separated, 
Leaving Dublin as the Last of the British 
Isles fire service to operate ambulances. 


service was principally delegated to 
the police or fire brigade, and in some 
circumstances the police operated both the 
ambulance and fire services. In some areas, 
there was no charge for street accidents, 
while in others the incumbent customer was 
supplied with an invoice. 

In 1948, the biggest change to ambulance 
services occurred, with the implementation 
of Section 27 of the National Health Service 
Act, which made it obligatory for all county 
and county borough councils to establish 
a free ambulance service, for all sudden 
illness, accident, maternity and mentally ill 
patients, as well as providing a transport 
service for those requiring conveyance to 
and from clinics. 

Most of the existing council-operated 
services were transferred to the new 
council-run services, while others that spent 
time deliberating the future, together with 
the private services, soon found themselves 
without work, as the new free service was 


promptly taken up. 

The Act left it up to individual councils 
to decide how they would run the new 
services, but with a proviso that ambulance 
duties were no longer to be operated by 
the police force. This was not welcomed 
by some police forces, as it was felt that 
continuity of evidence from accident 
cases in particular would be lost. However, 
tradition continued for some time, as in 
Newcastle upon Tyne, the city's accident and 
emergency ambulances were still known as 
'police ambulances' right up to the 1980s. 

Fire service ambulances were not affected, 
and many authorities appointed the 


fire service to operate their ambulance 
services, and thus were born joint Fire and 
Ambulances Services. The biggest joint 
operator was the City of Birmingham, which 
retained the joint operation until April 1974 
and the County of Middlesex, which only 
separated the two services in the 1960s. 

For the larger services, this was a big 
undertaking. As well as accident and 
emergency duties, there was a huge 
commitment to ferrying people to and 
from clinics and hospital day units, and 
progressively many fire services gave up 
their ambulance commitments to another 
council department. 
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At fire stations, the accident ambulance 
was usually housed in the appliance room 
alongside the fire engines, while the clinic 
ambulances were housed in separate 
garages in the back yard, or in the case 
of larger services, in separate premises. 
Generally, joint fire services were better 
run and better equipped than the other 
services, as they already operated a highly- 
disciplined and well-equipped service. 

By 1974, there were no more joint fire and 
ambulance services, but currently in some 
areas, ambulances share facilities with the 
fire service under co-location agreements, 
although continuing to be operated 
separately. 

In the British Isles, the City of Dublin is 
the sole exception of a municipal accident 


By 1963 there were seven county-wide 
joint ambulance services and 16 County 
Borough Services. The numbers continued 
to decrease until 1974, when all ambulance 
services, including those operated by fire 
brigades, were transferred to Regional 
Health Authorities. 


Above: The small Lancashire County 
Borough of Southport operated a joint 
ambulance service until 1974, when 
the county fire station and its fire and 
ambulance service was incorporated into 
the new Mersey Metropolitan County. 
This mid-1960s view shows ambulances 
based on Bedford CA, Dennis, Daimler 
and Commer chassis.The blackAustin 
FX3 taxi was also an ambulance used for 
transporting walking cases to hospital. 


Right: The County Borough of Tynemouth 
operated a joint fire and ambulance 
service until 1964. Alongside the fleet of 
Bedfords was this unusual 1961 Commer 
Superpoise with Modern Coachcraft 
bodywork. It was Later sold to Newcastle 
Corporation. (I Moore) 



and emergency ambulance service being 


Above: Darlington County Borough and its joint fire and ambulance service was the pioneer 
in establishing specialised equipment and providing hospital medical staff for undertaking 
rescue duties on Britain’s expanding motorway network. This 1968 Luxury Austin Princess 
Vanden-PLas with Herbert Lomas coachwork was the town’s accident ambulance. (B Clayton) 


operated by the fire service, but this is 
currently under threat with proposals to 
transfer the service to the Heath Board. 
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7 th & 8 th July 2018 


Duncombe Park, Helmsley 

North Yorkshire,Y062 5EB 

Traction Engines - Working Displays - Vintage Tractors 
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Call Russell On 
01732 445325 


read ERF 

THE INSIDE STORY 

BY DAI DAVIES O.B.E 



After 43 years with ERF, 
Davies knows what he is 
talking about. This no 
nonsense 164 page book 
with over 300 illustrations 
tells the entire story from 
1933 to 1997 and provides 
an insight into a once 
great British heavy 
commercial vehicle 
industry. 


Available direct from: 

The Nantwich Bookshop 
46 High Street, Nantwich, Cheshire 


CW5 5AS 


At £20 per copy, plus postage & packing. 

Tel: 01270 611665 Fax: 01270 611667 
Email: info@nantwichbookshop.co.uk 

www.nantwichbookshop.co.uk 


Classic & Vintage 
Commercial Show 

9- 10* June 2018 



KNOWLES TRANSPORT 


Celebrating pre-1998 commercial vehicles at our 
weekend Show, supported by Kelsey Media 


Fascinating range of lorries, trucks and buses 
'Lorry Driver of the Year' competition on Saturday 
Commercial vehicle autojumble 
Camping onsite 


Book discounted tickets online 


*Gift Aid Annual Passes and any other promotional vouchers are 
NOT valid on Sunday 10 June 2018. 






britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

J12 M40 . Gaydon . Warwickshire . CV35 OBJ 




















BEDFORD 

FIRE APPLIANCES 


Andy Rust of the Historic Commercial 
Vehicle Society has kindly offered us 
the use of this collection of pictures 
which were obtained from a one time 
Bedford dealership, which used them 
as sales aids. 


In accordance with the Bedford policy of pro¬ 
gressive improvement, the right is reserved to 
alter any details of price, specification and 
equipment without notice. 

All prices are for delivery " ex-works ” except 
where delivery is from bodybuilders 1 works, e.g. 
special bodies and conversions. 

VAUXHALL MOTORS LTD • LUTON • BEDS 


T his time, we're looking at the 
range of fire appliances, which 
could be built on Bedford chassis. 
Most of the pictures seen here 
were contained in a special 
postcard-sized ring-bound catalogue, each 
accompanied by a page of details of the 
different type of fire-fighting vehicle and the 
bodybuilders which fitted the'top hamper', 
as it is known in fire brigade circles, to the 
appropriate chassis. 

There are also some separate photographs. 


stamped on the back by Hampshire Car 
Bodies, of Totton, Southampton, and 
Prestage, the company which converted the 
Bedford SB passenger chassis for Wilsdon, to 
body the Birmingham and Cambridgeshire 
vehicles pictured. 

The catalogue and pictures came from 
Delves Motors Ltd, of Prince of Wales Road, 
in Norwich, which was a leading supplier 
of Bedfords in East Anglia. These pictures 
were used by the dealer's salesmen, to show 
prospective vehicle buyers how Bedford 


chassis could be bodied to suit the needs 
of their businesses. We've already looked at 
livestock vehicles and different van-bodied 
and tipper lorries. Between them, they give 
us a good idea of what was on offer for 
operators at the time, as well as details of the 
bodywork. 

These pictures and details would have 
been invaluable to the chief fire officers 
responsible for specifying new vehicles for 
their brigades'use and are most interesting 
to us as classic vehicle enthusiasts. 
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Below: This is a short wheelbase Water Tender 
for Lindsay County Fire Brigade, covering part of 
Lincolnshire. 


Above: The picture shows VTJ 416, a 1955 Turntable Ladder for Lancashire 
County Fire Brigade. 


BEDFORD HAMPSHIRE wajER TENDE R 


This machine is based on the Bedford 116 in. wheelbase chassis 
ith 115 B.H.P. engine. 

The bod, b, M—^ V252Z 
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tted with full-length, inward-folding, jadcfcn.e . 
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BEDFORD MILES 

MULTI PURPOSE APPLIANCE 


ilounted on the Big Bedford Fire Appliance chassis, 156 in 
wheelbase, with 115 B.H.P. engine. 

The body, by Messrs. Alfred Miles Ltd. of Cheltenham, is of all- 
alloy construction and combines strength and rigidity with minimum 
weight. The crew compartment, separate from the main body of the 
appliance accommodates six men. Large lockers with roller shutters 
are provided. The 400 gallon water tank, mounted forward of the 
rear axle, is of light alloy with rubber bonded lining. Two hose reels 
one on either side of the vehicle, are supplied from the main pump’ 
TTie capacity of the main pump is 500 g.p.m. and it is driven through 
the Bedford power take-off. Most types of demountable pump can 
be accommodated on a platform at the rear of the vehicle. The 50 ft. 
wheeled escape is carried on a patented mounting ensuring accurate 
balance. Provision is made for extension or hook ladder to be carried 
alongside the wheeled escape. 

This machine, with 39% front axle and 61% rear axle weight 
distribution, has exceptional handling qualities. It is designed to 
cover a wide range of operating conditions and the performance is 
considerably better than that required by the Home Office. Overall 
dimensions are 25 ft. 9 in. long, 7 ft. 5 in. wide and 10 ft 11 in 
high. 


Above: This Multi-Purpose Appliance was built for West Sussex Fire Brigade. 


Below: With no brigade markings, this Bedford CAfire 
Tender Looks as if it was built as a demonstrator. 


BEDFORD MARTIN WALTER TENDER 

Based on the standard Bedford 10/12 cwr «£££* " 
sion to a fire tender is by Martin Walter Ltd., Folkestone. 

» oil creel Roof and body sides are one-piece 

Body construction K ed J ith galvanised metal. 

steel pressings, interior body sidai are co d L dnver on 

Accommodation is provided for two _<««> hose 

a double seat, which folds w^d o^ive ac j g ^ 

locker. Two large lockers, su.tabkorca^ngl^^ ^scraps can 

SrS extension ladder is carried 

on the roof. . 

Other equipment available at. extra h ^ '“tdfcal^utffi, ^bestre 

e ‘“ ows 

with quick release straps. 

With compaa dta^ioi^on^tMO g°°<i 

iung queries to enable trouble areas to be reached without delay. 
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BERKSHIRE £ READING FIRE BRIGADE 


Above: This 1956 MiLes-bodied Water Tender, SCD 999 was built for service 
in Brighton. 


BEDFORD HAMPSHIRE yyATER TENDER 


Utilising the Big Bedford Fire Appliance chassis, 156 in. wheel- 
base, with 115 B.H.P. engine. 

T* bod, b, Messn. 

from the mam pump which is o 5 ^e-off. The 

» Wdo, **.,»» rubbo, CO,. 

^.ho,. — ■" “ p “” 

brackets. 

Having lively acceleration and exceptional handling qualities.' « 
S a.e'oommensuraic wi.h chc .raw.*, space pcovidcd. 


By using a longer wheelbase a lightweight wheeled escape can be 
accommodated with only a 100-gallon reduction in water capacity. 


Below: A Long wheelbase Water Tender built for 
Berkshire & Reading Fire Brigade. 


BEDFORD MILES 


WATER TENDER 


The Bedford 4-ton short wheelbase chassis with a number of 
specification changes carried out by Messrs. Alfred Miles Ltd. of 
Cheltenham, forms the basis for this appliance. The 115 B.H.P. 
Bedford engine is fitted and full forward control is arranged. 

The body is of aU-alloy construction, providing exceptional 
strength and rigidity with minimum weight. Four equipment lockers 
are provided, fitted with roller shutters. The crew compartment, 
accommodating six, is separate from the main body of the appliance 
allowing greater chassis flexibility. The 400-gallon water tank is 
coated internally with a rubber-bonded lining. Two hose reels are 
fitted and fed from the main pump which is of 500 g.p.m. capacity. 
The drive to the main pump is arranged through either a Prestage 
power take-off or the standard Bedford type. Most types of demoun¬ 
table pumps can be carried at the rear of the machine. The adjustable 
ladder gantry allows a wide range of extension ladders to be carried. 

High power to weight ratio ensures outstanding performance and 
with an average laden weight of 6 Vl tons, acceleration from 0 to 40 
m.p.h. can be achieved in well under 30 seconds. Overall dimensions 
of 18 ft. 8 in. long, 7 ft. wide and 9 ft. high make this machine 
exceptionally manoeuvrable in both congested traffic and narrow 
country lanes. 
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Above: One of the unusual Wilsdon-bodied Pump Escape vehicles built for 
the City of Birmingham. 


BEDFORD PRESTAGE WILSDON 

PUMP ESCAPE 






, , -- - engine is engin¬ 

eered by Messrs. Prestage to a wheelbase of 150 in., so providing a 
base for this appliance. 

The body is of composite construction with hardwood framing 
and 18 gauge aluminium panelling. The cab, with separate crew and 
driver compartments, accommodates six men and is fitted with 
hinged doors. Ample locker accommodation is provided and all 
lockers are fitted with hinged doors. The 400-gallon water tank is 
mounted forward of the rear axle and a single hose reel is provided 
at the rear, this being supplied by a 25/30 g.p.m. pump driven from 
the gearbox power take-off. 


The main pump of 500 g.p.m. capacity is driven through a 
Prestage power take-off. Patent retractable mountings carry the 50 
ft. wheeled escape and additional brackets are provided for an ex- 
tension ladder to be carried on the roof. 


BEDFORD HAHMMM, tender TYPE A 

Based on the Big Bedford 156 in. wheelbase fire appliance chassis 
with 115 B.H P. engine. 

Tta body by HamjaAiw Cu Bodio Ui, To„o», b of omp-J 

ib b— m- 

as tzz -* 

reached by a ladder incorporated in the rear of the body. 

A 7 ia kw 110 volt generator, situated under the floor at the rear, 
A 7y2 kw. no w , w j oower take-off. Control panel in¬ 
is driven through the Bedford p throttle control, engine 

mrnorates distribution switchgear, engine throttle contt . b 

regulMOT, «.»««, ^“ 

mb overall dimensions of 21 ft* ^ equb>- 

10 ft. 6 in. high this appliance can accommodate all necessary eq P 

ment for serious fires. 


This appliance is 21 ft. 6 in. long, 7 ft. 5 in. wide and 10 ft 3 in 
high, overall dimensions which make it ideal for heavily populated 
districts, although, with minor modifications, it is equally suitable 
for rural areas. 


7 


Below: LOY 999 was a 1953 Emergency Tender for 
Croydon Fire Brigade. 
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Based on the Bedford 2/3 ton short wheelbase chassis with 76 
B.H.P. petrol engine and forward control by Messrs. G. E. Neville 


Above and below: Then there are pictures of two Water Tenders on the 
Longer wheelbase‘Big Bedford’S Type chassis, from Hampshire Car Bodies. 
Unlike the one seen in the catalogue picture, these have painted body- 
sides. The rearview is of KSF 750 (Edinburgh, 1953),for Scotland’s South 
Eastern fire Brigade, while the front offside view shows LDT 510, a 1952 
vehicle for Doncaster County Borough Fire Brigade. 


BEDFORD HAMPSHIRE 

TOWING VEHICLE 


The body, by Messs. Hampshire Car Bodies Ltd. of Totton, is of 
composite construction with hardwood framing and 18 gauge alu¬ 
minium panelling. The cab provides accommodation for a crew of 
six and is fitted with inward folding jack-knife doors. Two deep 
lockers are provided with roller shutters. The 200-gallon water tank 
is mounted forward of the rear axle and supplies a hose reel pump 
driven from the gearbox power take-off. A single hose reel is mount¬ 
ed at the rear. There is provision for a demountable pump to be 
earned on a platform at the rear of the vehicle. 

This light speedy appliance with handy overall dimensions, 18 ft 
6 in. long, 6 ft. 9 in. wide and 9 ft. high, is ideal for rural areas. 
It can be produced with minor variations in specification to snit par- 
ticuiar requirements. 


Above : A front view of one of 
the short wheelbase Bedford S 
Type Pump Escapes, bodied by 
Wilsdon for city of Birmingham. 


Above: A smaller Bedford TA-based vehicle, HST118 (Inverness, 1954), for 
the Northern Area fire Brigade, intended for use with either a demountable 
or trailer-mounted pump. 


Above: Cambidgeshire Fire Brigade operated some of the Wilsdon- 
bodied Bedfords, but without the escape Ladder, as detailed by Ron 
Henderson in Vintage Roadscene, November 2016. 


Above: An interesting overhead view of a Bedford SB Type Fire Appliance 
Chassis, engineered with a shortened wheelbase of 12 ft 6 ins by Prestage, 
before bodying by Wilsdon.The second propeller shaft to the rear- 
mounted pump and the controls to the Left of the gear Lever can be seen. 
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That's the title of the next edition in our Road Haulage Archive series. What's it about? Oh, c'mon, you must have worked 
that one out already- it's vehicle bodywork. Here, Malcolm Bates, the author of this latest pictorial delight suggests that 
it's about time what is (or 'was') built on the back of a commercial vehicle chassis got as much attention as the make of 
the chassis itself, or which manufacturer supplied the engine and gearbox. But that's part of the problem, as he explains... 



Above: The early years. There would have once been a cart or coachbuilder in most reasonably- 
sized market towns, and many of those would have easily switched to producing commercial 
vehicle bodywork. This Foden steam lorry was operated by D Ridley and Sons, flour millers from 
Chelmsford, and it’s quite possible that the body, with ‘doped’ canvas tilt and fixed sides, was 
built Locally. 


H aving spent a significant part 
of my professional life as a 
public relations manager at 
vehicle manufacturer Shelvoke 
& Drewry - and several more 
years as a public relations, marketing and 
design consultant working for clients such as 
Dunlop, Isringhausen Seats and commercial 
vehicle bodybuilder Tidd'Strongbox', I have 
to'fess up'to the fact that, when writing a 
press release on this, or that new vehicle, 
most of the copy tends to refer to the make 
and model of chassis, the power of the 
engine, how many gears it has and how 
wonderful the usually un-wonderful British- 
built cab was. The design of the body, the 
choice of materials used in it's construction 
and why (or how) the design of the body 
evolved always tended to second. Even 
when the Press Release was being written on 
behalf of a bodybuilder! 

To those crimes, I plead as guilty as any 
other writer of Press Releases. But the 
question we should all be asking ourselves 
is "Why?" In my case, it was often related 
to information - or lack of it - from those 
involved with the design and construction 
of whatever design of body was trying to be 
promoted. Secondly, there was always the 


matter of'time'. Or the lack of it - especially 
when a Commercial Vehicle Show magazine 
print deadline was involved. And I guess, 
thirdly, there was always the fact that the 
Press Release copy - the words - tended 


to be linked to the photographs that were 
to be sent out with them. You know, the 
manufacturer's press release photographs 
that were issued copyright free. Yes, the 
very same images that some suppliers of 
photographic images now claim as their 
own. 

If there was a fourth imperative involved 
here, then it was in response to the demands 
of the editors of the main trade magazines 
- by which I mean Modern Transport (in 
the day), Motor Traction (likewise), The 
Commercial Motor, Motor Transport and, in 
more recent times. Truck Magazine. At a time 
when there were numerous British chassis 
manufacturers and hundreds of commercial 
vehicle bodybuilders, those editors wielded 
a lot of power. So their 'rules' had to be 
followed by any young Public Relations and 
Marketing Executive that hoped to get on in 
the British Commercial Vehicle Industry. And 
at the time - at the time when I was a young 
Public Relations and Marketing Executive, 
that is - none were more powerful than the 
Editor of The Commercial Motor, Scotsman, 
lain Sheriff. 

THE BIG TIME 

Known for being gruff, loud and outspoken 
(especially after few'bevvies') and fully 



Above: The early years.‘Export of Die’was an early post-war campaign to generate much 
needed foreign currency, but British commercial vehicle manufacturers were already well- 
versed at building chassis for overseas operation. Here is a Sentinel DG4 awaiting delivery to 
the British South Africa Company in March 1930. We know that the body was designed to take 
Loads of oranges in boxes for delivery to the docks for export back to Britain, but we don’t 
know the name of the body manufacturer. Was the body of‘walking floor’type or is the hand 
crank part of the mechanism for keeping the canvas tilt taut? 
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Above: The Early Years. A body of sorts. 
Although of poor quality, this picture of 
an early Thornycroft, operated by the 
London & North Eastern Railway, illustrates 
the efforts by the railway companies to 
instigate a container service’, without the 
need for Load trans-shipment. Alas, there 
was no attempt in this case to work out a 
method of enabling the container to be 
Loaded and unloaded at ground Level - and 
the container would need a substantial 
overhead gantry to effect transfer between 
road and rail ‘modes’. We also get to see the 
other more common form of road transport 
in rural areas - the horse and cart in the 
background! 



Above: Here’s a rare period photograph, in that we do know the name of the bodybuilder in this case - it’s Glover Webb & Liversedge of Old Kent 
Road London. The company had been established as a coachbuilder in horse-drawn days and continued well into the 1970s, as a producer of 
municipal vehicle bodywork. Sadly, the fate of‘LaveLLs - The House of Quality’ is not known. The signwriting reads ‘LavaLLs’, but was it supposed to 
be an o’? Surely, there was another supplier of confectionary called ‘Lovells’? Confusing, eh? 


aware of the power he had over not only 
his cowering staff, but the manufacturers 
as well, you were nothing until you could 
get a decent bit of editorial in 'CM'. The 
launch of the new Shelvoke SPV range 
of special purpose vehicles was my big 
chance to show what I could do. Shelvoke 
& Drewry was to take a large stand at the 


very first Commercial Motor Show to be held 
at the new National Exhibition Centre in 
Birmingham. And my job was to design the 
stand, design and produce the brochures, 
the trade press adverts, come up with a 
corporate paint scheme for all the exhibits 
(except one, a WY turntable ladder chassis) 
and... Write the Press Releases. 


How hard could it be? I'd done it before 
loads of times. But this was different. For a 
start,'Shelvoke' (as I'd suggested we now 
refer to the company) was now in the big 
time. This was to be the very first time that 
the company was projected as a British 
commercial vehicle manufacturer proper, 
rather than a specialist manufacturer of bin 



Above: It gets better. Here we know from the details on the reverse of 
this image that the Dennis was one of three mobile shops produced 
for Needlers Chocolates. These were referred to as‘Shop Window’vans 
for rather obvious reasons. The bodybuilder was Barnaby Bodies. Three 
Dennis G-Type chassis were supplied between February and June 1929. 



I Above: This 1938 Albion seen on the Trans-Pennine run in 1999, 
features a distinctive fixed-sided body, designed to carry traditional 
two gallon petrol cans and drums of oil and other petroleum 
products, before rural petrol stations universally featured 
underground storage tanks, suitable for bulk deliveries. 
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It was crucial that the publicity material 
contained as much information about this 
exciting new vehicle as possible, as it had 
global market potential. The good news? 

The first chassis had been completed early 
(unusual in itself) and had been at the body 
manufacturers, Norwich Coachworks, for 
some while. There was bound to be lots of 
useful info to be had, right? Stinging from 
lain Sheriffs rebuke, I still had time to get 
some column inches in the following week's 
'ShowTechnical Review'issue. The only 
problem was... Getting information out of the 
bodybuilder. 

Several frosty discussions followed. 

Norwich Coachworks didn't want too many 
details of this potentially market-leading 
new product released, because it would 
detract from their own plans to launch it to 
the airlines. What? Seriously? They get a new 


Right: For our daily bread.This 1939 model 
Thornycroft ‘Sturdy’ is seen during the war 
and features a rather Long wheelbase van 
body within a Low overall height - perhaps 
to enable it to access the low doors in an 
old bakery building, or because it operates 
in an area with Low railway bridges. Note 
that the cab is integral with the body and 
contains a roof rack. 

Below: Here’s another wartime shot 
of another highly distinctive style of 
bodywork - the market gardener’s Lorry 
with ‘stake’ sides, designed to retain 
the wicker baskets then widely used to 
transport produce to market. This Fordson 
7V doesn’t feature a Luton extension - a 
common extra’ feature. 


wagons. 

What could go wrong? A short, sharp 
phone call from lain Sheriff soon put me 
right on my shortcomings. Words to the 
effect that the press pack was very pretty, but 
too short of facts and far too long. Or "Too 


at the time, as'an aircraft commissary vehicle'. 
The van body was built onto a scissor- lift 
platform, with a conventional door at the 
rear and a special extending platform, to 
enable loading of food, drink and other 
consumables onto aircraft over the cab. 


jointly-produced vehicle exhibited (at no 
cost to them) on a centrally-located stand at 
the very first NEC Commercial Motor Show 
and they don't want to shout about it? Yep. 
And why was that? To us at Shelvoke, it was 
'our'stand - and'our'chassis. But to Norwich 


much Bullshot"as I think he put it at the time. 
With the benefit of 20-20 hindsight, my Press 
Releases were too long and indeed, as he 
suggested, short on facts. And the reason? 
The drawing office staff were flat out at the 
time, completing their drawings to enable 
the show vehicles to be completed, and 
nobody knew what bits were going were! 
With the chassis not even complete, some 
reference needed to be made to the types of 
bodies that could be fitted to the new SPV 
range. But how? 

Star exhibit - and one of only three chassis 
to be exhibited in a complete, bodied state 
- was the Ford D Series-engined 'Hi-Loader', 
with what was referred to (rather pompously) 

Right: Is it a ‘Luton’van, or a ‘pantechnicon’? 
Or both? This 1947 AEC (CVY 124) features 
an integral cab with ‘Luton head’, and could 
well feature a drop-section rear chassis. In 
fact, Like many furniture vans, it could even 
be based on a bus chassis. 
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Here’s one Dinky Toys did earlier! This Foden eight- 
wheeler with four plank timber dropside body 
was beautifully restored and was photographed in 
preservation as part of the H E Payne‘Heritage Fleet’. 
It has it all - traditional signwriting, a Gardner diesel 
engine, a traditional wooden body... 



Above Left: We note from the photographer’s skill in writing on glass plate negatives that the bodywork for this normal control Dodge chassis was 
by Wilsons of Kingston. Kemps Biscuits was one of many such independent brands that, sadly were not to last. Note the streamlined roofline - now 
very much back in fashion and the roller shutter door on the nearside by the cab door. Above right: A Post-war Standard? Bedfords were indeed 
seen just about everywhere, as the advertising slogan of the day suggested. This box van body for ‘Parazone’ features a smart, skirted design, lined 
up with the lower edge of the cab door. 


Coachworks, it was'their'vehicle. 

A FROSTY RELATIONSHIP 

Sadly, this same'Them and Us'attitude 
seems to have been common between 
chassis manufacturer and bodybuilder, 
for much of the existence of the British 
Commercial Vehicle Industry, when it 
comes to 'information' supplied within 
Press Releases and manufacturers'own 
photographs are concerned. Look through 
the captions on chassis manufacturers' 
press release photographs printed in period 
trade magazines and, chances are, you'll get 


details about the wheelbase, engine type 
and output, some details on the cab, the 
background and location of operator and 
also the type of load to be carried. The name 
of the bodybuilder, it's cubic capacity or the 
type of material used in it's construction? 
Much less likely - and then often right at the 
end so the sub-editor's blue crayon could 
strike it out if the caption was too 'wordy'. 

The flipside was, of course, also true of the 
bodybuilders. They - or at least the relatively 
small number of concerns like Locomotors of 
Andover that actually issued press releases 
on a regular basis - would be keen to use 


as many words as possible to describe the 
actual body, but not go into too much detail 
about the chassis. Quite rightly, they would 
argue that it was the design of the body 
that enabled the customer to do the job and 
make money. The make of chassis - given 
that many makes of British lorry often used 
the same major components - was of less 
importance. 

FALLING SHORT OF EXPECTATIONS 

This'Them and Us'attitude expressed itself 
in many ways and, sadly, in the case of some 
innovative'joint'exercise between chassis 
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Right: Ah here we are - there WAS a 
‘Lovells’in the sweet and confectionery 
business. If there is a problem, it’s that this 
stylish eight-wheeler van body has rather 
more style than the‘square rigged’Atkinson 
cab of the time. It would have Looked far 
more dramatic mounted on an ERF chassis 
with a ‘KV’ cab, wouldn’t it? 

manufacturer and bodybuilder, what should 
have been a marketing triumph, often 
ended in, if not 'disaster', then what we might 
describe as'falling short of expectations' 
There are numerous examples throughout 
history - the lightweight Mann Egerton 
Albion of the early 1950s, the advanced 
Jaguar car-engined front wheel drive 
ambulance, built by Dennis in the 1960s 
and, indeed, as history ended-up proving to 
me, the Shelvoke SPV/Norwich Coachworks 
'Hi-Loader'! 

Remember, just about each and every 
period photograph in the archives was 
taken for a commercial publicity purpose 
- very few lorries were photographed by 
'enthusiasts' in the day.The reasons were 
two-fold - either the vehicle was a new 
model or the first with some innovative new 
feature. Or the picture was taken because it 
was a 'user story' That is to say, the end-user 
had just taken delivery of the first of this 
make, or model, rather than something 
previously purchased from a rival brand. 

Or it could be that the name of the end- 


user was so strong in market association 
term that it was worth a Press Release just 
for that reason alone. The oil companies, 
major food brands, brewers and soft drink 
brands... Robertson's Marmalade. Tate & Lyle 
Sugar, Blue Circle Cement. All boosted the 
image of the vehicle supplier by association. 
The problem was often: whose name 
featured first on the Press Release paper? 
The chassis manufacturer would refer to any 
major order as "ours", while the bodybuilder 
would see the sales order as being won by 
them. And that sad fact of life was that the 
chassis manufacturer's Press Release would 
trump that of a bodybuilder, if editorial 
space was limited. 


THE END RESULT 

The end result? 20,30 or 40 years later, 
some poor journalist ('poor'covers most 
of us, as the rate of pay hasn't increased in 
decades) looking through a box of archive 
photographs, is faced with the difficult task 
of trying to work out the original reason 
why the photograph was taken and what 
made this or that particular lorry (or van) 
worth photographing in the first place. As 
the caption slip has often been removed 
during the printer's block-making process, 
even that modest set of facts is often 
missing, let alone the original Press Release 
- which sadly, even today, gets thrown away, 
although the images are coveted - with all 



Above: Or maybe the Lovells van body would have Looked better on a Foden? Instead, 620 JTV is fitted with a distinctive flat platform body with 
posts and chains. This style of body was used for both the collection of milk churn and the delivery of beer. 


20 March 18 


www.roadscene.com 









Right: Joint co-operation that worked. 

One of the few examples of an operator 
convincing a chassis manufacturer that 
it knew better, when it came to what 
was needed for a particular operational 
demand. In this case,‘the customer’was 
the British Transport Commission, the 
bodybuilder was the nationalised in-house 
Star Bodies and the chassis was produced 
by BMC. And yet? The well-thought-out 
design was never offered for commercial 
sale outside of British Road Services - and 
even more bizarrely, the other major user 
of parcel vans within the BTC continued to 
purchase parcel vans from elsewhere. Why 
not? Were ‘railway parcels’ any different? 
The Not Invented Here Syndrome in 
spades! 




Above left: Joint exercise? This Commer dropsider features a ‘standard’ dropside body offered by The Rootes Group - with a dealership background, 
the organisation featured its own bodybuilding facilities, unlike most chassis manufacturers. Here we see a new Commer 4-tonner, photographed 
on test by‘Modern Transport’ magazine. Above right: And here’s the rear view, showing the neat arrangement to incorporate a rubbing ‘rave’ along 
the lower edge of the body and a cut-out for the number plate. This photograph shows a 7-tonner with Perkins 6.354 diesel, also on test to Modern 
Transport - clearly Rootes Group did well in publicity back in 1963! Yet alas, by 1968, things had got so bad, Chrysler had taken control. 


the information it contained. Sadly, most 
have been binned many years ago and 
are a rare find today. 

Should that leave us downhearted? I 
hope not. The Stevens-Stratten archive 
is packed full of interesting vehicles 
taken over an 80 year period. True, 
many of the photographs do come 
from the chassis manufacturer, but for 
me, the more interesting ones come 
from the bodybuilders, or were taken 
by the photographer working for 
'Modern Transport' magazine, showing 
a completed vehicle in service. It's from 
these photographs that the latest edition 
of the Road Transport Archive'Body 
Language'has been compiled. 

It has certainly been 'challenging'to find 
out the facts behind the images - just as 
it probably was for the original publicity 
manager of the day to get the picture 
taken in the first place - but I hope you 
will enjoy it all the same. 


BODY LANGUAGE 

This latest addition of the Road haulage 
Archive has been written and compiled 
by Malcolm Bates. In his professional 
career, our Malcolm has worked for both 
chassis manufacturers and bodybuilders 
and has co-operated with the design 
and production of several'joint'projects 
between both sides of the British 
Commercial Vehicles Industry. So he 
knows about the pressures, the bitching 
and the infighting from first hand! 

Having said that, the bodybuilders have 
often had the toughest part of the deal, 
having to complete the vehicle to the 
customer's satisfaction, within an often 
unrealistically small budget.The 100 
pages of'Body Language'are packed 
with photographs - many of which have 
not previously been published - showing 
the bodybuilder's art. 

Price £7.95. In your newsagents now - 
or available on subscription. 
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Roger Pickering has sent us a selection of pictures of the vehicles of Cadwallader of Oswestry, 
whose lorries were once seen throughout the UK and Europe. 


C adwalladerTransport of 

Oswestry was established in 
the 1950s by brothers John and 
David, going on to become a 
well-known name, both across 
the UK and far beyond. 

At its peak, the Cadwallader fleet included 
140 tractors and 200 trailers, at least half 
of them on dedicated continental work. 

On any given Sunday morning, at least six 
Cadwallader fridges would be waiting for 
the 5am ferry to Calais, heading to Rungis 
market, south of Paris. By the 1980s, the 
Cadwallader lorries were travelling all over 
Europe, including behind the Iron Curtain. 

The company started by delivering 
canned food for Heinz in North Wales, 
then working for British Steel. The 


Above: The oldest Cadwallader vehicle 
of which we have a picture is 7949 RF 
(Staffordshire, around 1961), an AEC Mercury 
artic, with a four-in-line platform trailer. Not 
the best quality, but this shows the black 
and red Livery used at that time. (All pictures, 
John Cadwallader, Roger Pickering or from his 
collection) 

Left: Atkinsons found favour in the mid- 
1960s, with FAW 850C and CUJ338C (both 
Shropshire, 1965), which Look as if their 
trailers are Loaded with reels of paper. 

Cadwallader brothers soon moved into 
refrigerated transport, eventually hauling 
beef and lamb from abattoirs as far apart 
as Inverurie in Northern Scotland and 
Hatherleigh in Devon, to destinations 
across Europe. 

Customers included FMC, then the largest 
meat producer in Europe, Lever Bros and 
margarine manufacturer Van den Bergh, 
both part of the giant Unilever group. 

To cope with the growing demand for 
permits, as the continental fleet grew, 
a subsidiary company in Cherbourg 
was formed, with a handful of French- 
registered lorries. An EEC reciprocal 
arrangement allowed them to earn French 
permits every time they loaded one of the 
French trucks in Britain. 

Further growth came when Cadwallader 
bought other refrigerated transport 
companies, McPherson International and 



Above: Moving into the 1970s, and continental haulage, here is an LV-cabbed ERF,TFA590J 
(Burton-on-Trent, 1971), pulling a TIR-styLe tilt trailer. 
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Right: The dark blue 
and red Livery, with 
‘CTon the doors, was 
instantly recognisable 
and Lasted for 
manyyears. Here 
Atkinson Borderer, 
with an apology for 
a sleeper cab,XAW 
204K (Shropshire, 
1971) is seen with a 
classic Crane Fruehauf 
chassis-Less van trailer, 
Lettered ‘CadwaLLader 
Continental’. 
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Above: British-built Lorries continued to work in the fleet alongside 
continental vehicles, as seen by ERF A Series, BNT 584L (Shropshire, 
1972), alongside a Later Volvo F88 unit. 


Above: Sleeper cab-equipped Seddon 34:Four, PTR 283M (Southampton, 
1974) would not have been many drivers’first choice for a continental 
trip, so maybe this one stayed on UK work. 



Above: Looking the part, with Union Flags and GB stickers on the 
bumper, this ERF with the 5MW Motor Panels steel cab, aimed at 
continental operations, BNT 939L (Shropshire, 1972) is seen with a 
typical CadwaLLader fridge trailer. 



Above: Volvo tractor units came to dominate the CadwaLLader fleet. 
Here is one of the earlier F88s, BOW 526K (Southampton, 1972), with a 
continental tilt trailer with the widespread bogie favoured at the time. 
It Looks as if a replacement wider plastic grille has been fitted. 


Swallow International. 

The transport business was very 
successful through the 1980s, but closed 


in the mid-1990s, when the movement of 
beef was greatly reduced, following the 
BSE scare, and British Steel work was also 


lost. Latterly, the company specialised 
in trailer sales and warehousing at its 
Oswestry base. 
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Right: A Later Volvo F88, KUE 348P (Dudley, 1975) with a 
curtain-sided tandem-axle trailer, on domestic haulage 
for a change. 

Below: Another Volvo F88,SUJ 241R (Shrewsbury, 1977), 
Loaded with steel coil on a tri-axle platform trailer. 


Above: Three Scania 111 tractor units, including FUJ 931V (Shrewsbury, 1977), with tri-axle curtain-siders.The one furthest from the camera can just be 
seen to be Left hand drive. 



Above: Another Volvo F88, PRT 620M (Ipswich, 1973), with a fridge trailer 
all ready to go off to Europe. Second-hand tractor units Like this were 
often a feature of the CadwaLLader fleet. 



Above: A nice shot of a Scania 111,AAW 666T (Shrewsbury, 1978), with a 
fridge trailer, parked next to a Swains Mercedes. A sign of the times was 
that the signwriting featured the Telex number as prominently as the 
telephone number. 


24 March 18 


www.roadscene.com 



































tJO 6fl3M 


Above: Two more Volvo F88s,XJO 883R and JNT 261N (Oxford, 1978 and 
Shrewsbury, 1975) both with the Later wide grille, coupled to dry freight 
van trailers. The older tractor unit’s bumper is adorned with the badge 
for the London Lorry Control scheme, introduced in 1986. 


Right: The continental makes didn’t have it all their own way, as 
Cadwallader also bought vehicles Like HUJ 539V (Shrewsbury, 1980), a 
Seddon Atkinson 400 with sleeper cab, coupled to a tilt trailer. Note the 
GB and‘Les Routiers’ stickers on the bumper. 




- 


Right: The Cadwallader fleet also included 
some DAFs.This one, seen Leaving the 
Dover ferry terminal, HBR 433N (Durham, 
1974) probably came with the McPherson 
International business. 
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Above: Two Volvo F10 tractor units, with fridge trailers, ready to go,TCM 172V (Liverpool, 1979) and AFC 781V (Oxford, 1979).The former is more Likely to 
have a trailing axle, rather than being double-drive. 
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Left: The registration, 0730 XUX, suggests 
this Left hand drive Scania 111 could have 
originated in the Cherbourg fleet. It’s next 
to another Later Volvo F10, B180 XJO (Oxford 
1984-5). 
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Above A Later Volvo F10 4x2, with the higher roof sleeper cab,A596 NFC (Oxford, 1983-4), 
seen climbing the A2 ramp out of Dover with a fridge trailer. 

Right: A French-registered Scania 111, with French markings on the bumper and‘Cherbourg’ 
on the trailer side, one of the vehicles based at the depot across the Channel. 




Above: This Later Volvo F10, B48 CNO (Chelmsford, 1984-5), has a 
trailing axle and is here being used in 3+2 format, with a tandem-axle 
tilt trailer. 


26 March 18 


www.roadscene.com 














































Above: A number of British-built units continued to join the fleet, Like 
this ERF E14 6x2, with a Cummins 320 engine, D105 PAW (Shrewsbury 
1986-7), coupled to a tri-axle fridge trailer. 


Above: In the Late 1980s, the FL10 was the Volvo of choice in the 
Cadwallader fleet. Here, C597 MUJ (Shrewsbury 1985-6), a 6x2 unit, with 
a tandem axle fridge trailer, signwritten for Swallow International, is 
seen Leaving Dover. 


Above: Some of the Later units did not receive the classic Cadwallader 
blue Livery, like E697 LFA (Burton-on-Trent, 1987-8), another Volvo FL10, 
but this time a 4x2. 




Above: Into the 1990s and the fleet name was modernised on the front 
of the units, Like ERF EC14, L388 GUX (Shrewsbury, 1992-3). 
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Above: These days, a couple of preserved Volvo F88s can be seen in the classic Cadwallader colours, Like RWD 239R. 
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Phil Moth looks at the car transporters of A & C McLennan ofSpittalfield. 




A lexander McLennan started 
his bus and coach business in 
1945 and quickly established 
a thriving company, operating 
services in Perthshire. 

The McLennans were also involved in 
coachbuilding as well as numerous'non 
transport' enterprises. 

In 1954 the McLennan organisation was 
appointed a Routes Group concessionaire 
and soon became involved in delivering new 
cars from the Rootes factory at Linwood in 
Renfrewshire. The company quickly built up 
a sizeable fleet of articulated transporters, 
hauled by CommerTS3 tractor units.The 
articulated transporters could only carry 
five cars so, in 1964, Alexander McLennan 
had the idea to design his own transporters, 


Above: The first Commer Avenger home 
was AGS 518B. Awaiting its next Load, the 
framework construction can clearly be seen. 

(ALL picture PM Photography) 


Right: A head on view of CES 206C, on which 
the engine compartment seems to be 
getting some attention. Even in the Late 
1960s, some small towns had telephone 
numbers as Low as ‘201’. 


which could carry up to eight cars with the 
aid of a trailer. 

Over the period 1964-65, four Commer 
Avenger chassis were bought, and sent to 
Carter Engineering of Tamworth, for the 
construction of transporter bodies. These 
were some of the last Avenger chassis to 


be built, so McLennan took the decision 
to buy five second-hand Leyland Royal 
Tiger coaches and have them re-bodied as 
transporters. However, owing to a change 
in government regulations concerning axle 
weights and load capacities, the project 
was abandoned. Only one transporter was 
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Above: Avery rigid Looking CES 441C stands in the yard. In the background are some artic units, a pair of Commer TS3s, an Austin and an LAD- 
cabbed Albion or LeyLand. 
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Above: CGS 133Cwas the Last of the Commer 
Avenger quartet. The McLennan business 
was not confined to delivering Rootes 
products and it is seen fully Loaded with six 
Austins, with two more on the trailer. 

Right: Two of the Commers, painted in 
the blue and white Rootes Livery, stand 
alongside GES 438E, the rebuilt Leyland 
Royal Tiger. Although Liveried for Rootes, 
the Commer carries a mixed Load of two 
Rovers, a Hillman and two Land Rovers. 

Below: Leyland Royal Tiger, WMT 323, is seen 
with Horlocks of Northfleet, carrying an 
excitable Load of school children. McLennan 
scrapped the Strachan body and had 
Carter Engineering build the transporter 
framework and the vehicle was put into 
service as GES 438E. 



completed and went on the road in early 

1967, registered GES 438E. 

A second-hand purchase of a vehicle similar 
to the Commers and Leyland was an AEC 
Reliance, which had been new to Barnet 
Conveyances of Rednal.This was placed into 
service with minor modifications. The last 
two new Commer articulated units were F 
registered, but the business was in decline 
and was sold toTolemans of Dagenham in 

1968. 

• With grateful thanks to the PSV Circle who 
have published a very detailed fleet history of 
the company. 
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Above: The second-hand AEC Reliance AOM 260B, carrying a brace of Simcas. The installation of a deeper driver’s cab window was one of the minor 
alterations made by McLennan. 


AOM 260B When brand 
new with Barnett Transport 
Conveyances, carrying a 
maximum Load of twelve 
cars, ten Minis, an Austin 
A40 and 1100. 
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Above: The Atkinson Borderer was the choice of many well-known transport companies in the early 1970s, Like TTC750H ofW & J Riding, 
caught working hard in 1974 with a nicely roped and sheeted Load. (Pictures from the Steven-Stratten Vintage Roadscene Archive, 
unless stated otherwise.) 


U nlike the previous 'Suddenly it's 
1965'mini-series, I am adopting 
a non-alphabetical approach 
to this series of articles. As 
I outlined in the opening 
instalment last issue, the 1970s saw a high 
level of takeovers. This rationalisation saw 
the number of available marques reduce as 
the decade progressed. 

To my mind this requires a different 
approach - I hope that you will agree 
- which means we begin with Atkinson, 
Seddon and Seddon Atkinson. This is a story 


that includes a hotly contested takeover 
battle in 1970 and yet another takeover in 
the middle of the decade - two events that 
played a significant part in the prospects of 
all three of these marques. 

At the beginning of the 1970s, Atkinson, 
though not a high volume manufacturer, 
had become one of the premier UK heavy 
truck marques. While Atkinson offered four 
and six-wheeled rigid chassis, the bulk of its 
output was eight-wheeler rigid chassis and 
maximum weight tractor units. 

If you were to judge an Atkinson on its 


external appearance - you would wrongly 
assume that it was a very traditional design, 
which had not benefited from much - if 
any - significant development since the late 
1950s. 

That would badly misjudge the marque's 
forward-looking management. In the late 
1950s, Atkinson was among the first, if not 
the very first, UK truck manufacturer to 
offer ZF gearboxes. It then followed up in 
the 1960s with ZF power steering, which 
was a first and, later in that decade, was an 
early adopter of Cummins and Rolls Royce 


32 March 18 


www.roadscene.com 
























HeH 



Above: The Borderer has proved very 
popular in preservation, Like 1972 TTJ 416L 
in the Livery of Dykes of MeLtham, seen 
in 1996.This one also has a sleeper pod 
added to its cab. 

Right: Another Gardner-powered Atkinson, 
fitted with a minimalist sleeper pod, in the 
fleet of Wood & Butler of Blackburn. The 
1972 unit was seen in Spitalfields Market 
nine years Later. 

engines to meet operator needs for more 
power. 

The 1960s also saw the company extend its 
transmission choice, with Fuller gearboxes 
and, to meet the requirements of its 
Australian subsidiary, the availability of high 
power, two-stroke Detroit Diesel engines. 

All of these moves to include state-of-the- 
art technology, which also included major 
chassis and running gear developments, 
were camouflaged by a cab with a traditional 
radiator design.This cab, though stylish had, 
seemingly, been about for ever. But, even 
that was not what it seemed, as Atkinson 
had completely redesigned the cab in the 
late 1960s, to provide greater internal space 
and better driver comfort. 

First versions of this new cab, while 
retaining the main styling features of the old 
cab, did away with the traditional external 
radiator housing.This did not go down at all 
well with its customer base - there was an 
outcry. 

Atkinson had found out that its unusually 


loyal customer base would willingly accept 
the benefits of the company's enlightened 
adoption of new truck technology - but not 
at the price of losing the traditional Atkinson 
radiator design. Thus, Atkinson swiftly had to 
offer a version of the new cab with a dummy 
glass fibre-moulded, silver-painted radiator, 
which outsold and then replaced the more 
'modern'cab front end. 

Thus, Atkinson entered the 1970s in a 
strong, profitable position, with a modern 
range and a bulging order book. The 
company also benefited from improvements 
at its factory, which would enable it to 
increase annual production from a previous 
high of some 1,800 units to 2,000 vehicles - 


so all looked rosy in Atkinson's world. 

This was all to change, as the summer of 
1970 saw an unexpected takeover battle for 
Atkinson begin. It was to be a convoluted 
tale, which I'll do my best to keep simple. 
First ERF made an offer, which was rejected, 
and then Foden pitched in with a higher 
bid. Both these offers were unsuccessful - as 
Atkinson revised its profits forecast upward. 

Then, later in the summer, ERF came back 
with an improved offer, swiftly topped by 
a new Foden bid. Atkinson again raised its 
profit forecast and Foden withdrew from the 
fight, leaving ERF to further increase its offer. 
That seemed to be it, apparently leaving ERF 
the victor. 
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Above: Preserved by its original operator, 
Tennants Borderer is Cummins-powered. 

Right: Another Atkinson Borderer tractor 
unit seen on the Trans-Pennine Rally in 
2011. 

But Atkinson was not going down without 
a fight. The company carried out a further 
and final upgrade of its profit forecast - and 
then ERF came back with an even higher 
offer. Surely this would be the end of the 
battle for the Walton-Le-Dale manufacturer? 

It wasn't, as Seddon - unexpectedly - then 
put in an even higher bid. The clincher for 
the acceptance of the Seddon offer was 
Leyland. How so, you ask? Well, Leyland held 
around 20% of Atkinson's share capital - and 
its backing for the Seddon offer swung the 
deal - meaning Atkinson had run out of road 
as an independent - and that was that. 

The takeover of Atkinson by Seddon made 
sense in many ways. Principally, it gave both 
companies the benefits of scale. As future 
events were to show in other parts of the UK 
truck manufacturing sector - individually 
neither was large enough to survive as 
independent businesses. Atkinson was a 
premium quality, heavy vehicle specialist, 
while Seddon had made it mark by profitably 
building low-cost medium-weight trucks. 
Thus both could bring different expertise to 
the corporate table that was now Seddon 
Atkinson. 


As an independent truck manufacturer, 
Atkinson enter the 1970s with a strong range 
of two axle tractors. These were available 
with a choice of Gardner (both six and later 
eight cylinder models), Rolls Royce and 
Cummins power. Atkinson also offered 
a choice of David Brown, Fuller and ZF 
gearboxes - but its customers, like those of 
ERF and Foden were specifying the majority 
of their tractors with Cummins engines and 
Fuller gearboxes. 

Though the recently-redesigned Atkinson 


cab looked similar to its predecessor, it was 
roomier, stronger and mounted higher on 
the chassis frame and provided a much 
better environment for the driver. It also 
retained the excellent visibility of the old 
cab. Like all UK maximum weight two axle 
tractors there was no sleeper cab option - 
though it did lend itself well to having a'dog 
box' conversion - (was it Jennings that did 
these?) - which provided space for a narrow 
mattress. 

At the beginning of the 1970s, Seddon was 
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Left: After service with a 
major fleet, the Borderer 
has also proved itself with 
showmen, both fairground 
and circus operators, Like 
Gerry Cottle, whose ALO 396H 
is seen here, working as a 
ballast tractor, carrying a 
generator. (PM Photography) 


Below: Atkinson’s ‘Venturer’ 
6x4 tractor units had the 
same cab as the ‘Borderer’ 
4x2 haulage model. 

Here Pickfords’Gardner 
240-powered Venturer, JLD 
707K (London, 1971), fleet 
no M6871, with a King low- 
loader with detachable neck 
for Loading, is Leaving a yard 
with a Pettibone mobile 
crane. 


not a big player in the maximum weight 
two-axle tractor market. Its offerings had 
a version of the widely-used steel Motor 
Panels cab, and featured the company's own 
hub reduction rear axle - one of the few 
components that the company made itself. 
After the Seddon takeover, this axle was 
immediately adopted for use in Atkinson 
tractor units. 

At 32 tons gcw, the Seddon tractor was one 
of the cheapest on the market. This obviously 
made it an appealing proposition to many 
operators, especially as it was available with 
Cummins, Rolls Royce and Gardner (both six 
and eight cylinder) engines and a choice of 
David Brown or Fuller gearboxes. 

So, for the first few years of the decade, 
both Atkinson and Seddon continued to 
produce their individual tractor ranges - 


almost as though the takeover of 1970 had 


But, behind the scenes, there was more 


Seddon Atkinson's share capital - taking over 


not happened. Behind the scenes, there had going on at Seddon Atkinson than just a 


the business. 


been a lot of work taking place to develop 
a rationalised range - the first fruits of this 
massive engineering effort being seen in 
1975. 


massive engineering programme. Corporate 
change was again in air. In the summer of 
1974, it was announced that International 
Harvester (IH) had acquired the whole of 


Again, this was a sensible corporate move. 
IH had long wanted to establish a UK/ 
European truck manufacturing operation. It 
failed in the 1960s, with the wrong products, 



as our previous mini-series'Suddenly it's 
1965' showed. Also the senior management 
of Seddon Atkinson had recognised that 
it needed to be part of a larger group for 
long-term success. As such, the IH takeover 
of Seddon Atkinson was a marriage made in 
heaven. 

Following the IH takeover, both the 
Atkinson and Seddon 32 ton gcw tractors 
were replaced with the Seddon Atkinson 400 
range. This had a new - and very advanced, 
all steel cab - which was shared with no 
other manufacturer. 

The 400 range was available as a tractor 

Right: New in the early 1970s, this Seddon 
32:Four tractor unit, with the Motor Panels 
cab and Rolls-Royce engine, for F Parrott 
of Selby, is seen with a Boden 40ft skeletal 
trailer. 
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Right: Although new in 1968, this Rolls- 
Royce 220-powered Seddon 32:Four was 
to the same specification as similar early 
1970s vehicles. 

unit or maximum weight four, six and 
eight-wheeled rigid. Cummins and Rolls 
Royce engines were initially available, with 
Gardners being subsequently added to the 
400's engine line up. 

The new Seddon Atkinson 400 range 
relied heavily on Atkinson derived chassis 
engineering, which was no bad thing, as 
this was well-proven in service as being 
very sound. As such, the 400 range was a 
success from the word go. The new cab was 
a revelation in terms of driver comfort and 
safety - and it was available as a comfortable 
factory-built sleeper. 

The best-seller 400 tractors soon became 
those with the Cummins engines and 
Fuller gearboxes. Later in the decade the 
customers'driveline of choice changed 
to the Cummins E290 and Eaton gearbox 


combination - together with the faithful 13 
ton Seddon Atkinson hub reduction rear 
axle. 

With very little further development, 
the 400 range saw Seddon Atkinson ride 
high in the sales charts for the remainder 
of the decade - and did much to provide 
the European manufacturers with strong 


competition in the UK market. 

So that is the story of three of the 28 tractor 
unit manufacturers available in the 1970s. 
The next instalment will look at Mercedes- 
Benz, Scania and Volvo, for no other reason 
than that I believe they were probably the 
first European truck manufacturers to set up 
in the UK. 




After a time in Ken * 
Thomas colours, the 
BRS Seddon 32:Four 
is now in Ambrose 
Wood colours, as seen 
at Llandudno in 2016. 
(Vic Capon) 
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SEDDON ATKINSON 400 


Above left: The brochure for the Seddon Atkinson 400 Series 
made much of the new cab, with its greatly-improved working 
environment for the driver. A vehicle in the fleet of another well- 
known transport company, W H Bowker, is seen in the background. 


Above right: This Lovely shot of a brand new Seddon Atkinson 400 
with a tank trailer, MRJ 449P (Manchester, 1976), in the Livery of J L 
Randall of Heysham, featured in the 400 brochure. 


Right: The spec sheet for the SA 400 tractor unit, showing the 
choice of Rolls-Royce 265L or 290 or Cummins 290 engines. For 30 
ton operation, the Gardner 6LXB was also offered. 


Below Left: This 1977 Seddon Atkinson 400 Looks good with its 
curtain-sided trailer in Ever Ready’s blue Livery. 


Below right: A slightly Later SA 400 in the fleet of Bulwark of 
Chippenham, UMW 914T of 1978, is seen with a 20ft tank container 
on a skeletal trailer at an Ind Coope brewery. 
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commercial, and not necessarily London- 
based, Livery Companies, the armed forces, 
charities, schools and businesses take part, 
with marching bands and mobile displays, 
ranging from people dressed up and walking 
to elaborate floats built on lorries, disguised 
to various degrees. It is deemed an honour 
to take part and many companies, large and 


small, make great efforts to be present. The 
procession actually tends to be longer than the 
route these days. 

Our pictures come from a couple of early post¬ 
war events and a pre-war parade - plus some 
from a similar parade in Coventry, showing 
some interesting vehicles of the day, dressed up 
for the Show. 


Above: We’re starting with a series of pictures 
dating from the mid-1950s. This new-looking 
Bedford TA is the Later type, with sidelights on 
top of the wings, so this is after 1954. The diesel- 
powered Lorry - we can just see the badge by the 
offside headlight - is a ScammeLL coupling tractor 
unit, from the fleet of I LeftLey, established in 
1800.1 remember the company’s vehicles in the 
1970s working around the London and Surrey 
Docks area -Ford D Series rigids then, I think. 

The crowd has gathered to watch the procession 
pass, nearly all in coats and hats on a chilly, but 
at Least dry day. They include workers from the 
building site behind, where a crane of Willments, 
the well-known London area civil engineering 
company, is standing idle. (CHC aae095) 

Left: For some reason, all the pictures we have 
from this particular Lord Mayor’s Show are of the 
floats of the Aluminium Federation, the trade 
body based in West Bromwich, representing the 
producers of goods in this Lightweight metal. The 
second carries a model of the Fairey Delta,‘Holder 
of the World Speed Record at 1132 mph’ - which 
it did for a year, from March 1956, piloted by Peter 
Twiss (Is that him, standing self-consciously on 
the Lorry?) - which dates the pictures to that year. 
The Lorry is a diesel-powered, ScammeLl-coupling 
Bedford S Type tractor unit of the Trinity Wharf 
Company, based in Rotherhithe, SE16. There’s an 
RAF pipe band following. (CHC aae094) 


I 

such event to be televised and still shown 
each year in early November. 

For over 800 years, the newly-appointed 
Lord Mayor of London has made his way from 
the City to Westminster to swear loyalty to 
the Crown. The procession originally went by 
river and the Lord Mayor still arrives at the 
start in the City by boat. The street parade has 
developed since the 16th Century. 

On the day after being sworn in, the Lord 
Mayor and several others participate in a 
procession, travelling in the Lord Mayor's 
coach - almost as beautiful as the Royal State 
coach - along a route fixed for many years, from 
the Guildhall, via Mansion House and St Paul's 
Cathedral, in the heart of the City of London, to 
the Royal Courts of Justice on the edge of the 
City of Westminster, where the new Lord Mayor 
swears allegiance to the Crown. Until 1882 the 
procession went to Westminster Hall. 

Many organisations, both official and 


can remember when the local carnival 
procession was an event not to be 
missed. One of the most famous and 
long-lived in the UK has to be the Lord 
Mavor's Show, believed to be the first 
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Above: On the back of another I LeftLey 
Bedford Like the first one, we have a 
brightly-clad steel band’ playing for the 
crowds. We can see more of the building 
site, including one of those mobile 
compressor trailers, on metal wheels. 

This was probably where bombed-out 
buildings were still being replaced, even 
ten years after the war. (CHC aae092) 

Left: Another Bedford S Type, of Ham 
(Something?) of Ealing, the driver holding 
a ‘fag’, as he Looks up at the camera-man, 
on an upper floor across the street. The 
trailer carried one of those ‘futuristic’ 
displays, which must have meant a Lot to 
somebody... (CHC aae091) 


Above: We’ve come down to earth, with a 
float promoting aluminium for clean food 
containers, milk churns, beer kegs, fish 
boxes and domestic utensils, with some 
jolly folk on the back of another Bedford 
TA ScammeLL coupling artic, this time from 
the fleet of J Spurting, another well-known 
London transport contractor of the day. 
(CHC aae093) 
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Left: Finally for 1956, we have a rearview 
of another of I Leftley’s Bedfords, with 
s display promoting ‘Aluminium in the 
Kitchen’, following the steel band and the 
first artic. They are turning into‘Cheapside’ 
in the City of London. Notice the mounted 
policeman, no doubt wondering what the 
hold-up is, and the shops; Saxone shoes, 
a name from the past, Morgan & Ball’s 
‘Christian Science Reading Room’, next 
to an off-licence, Dr Scholl’s foot service 
and Boots. There’s more evidence of 
bomb damage, and a glimpse of St Paul’s 
Cathedral top left. (CHC aae088) 

Below: Probably a year or two Later, we 
have some scenes in Fleet Street, near 
the junction with Faringdon Street, with 
the RAF centre stage. Several floats were 
built on ‘Oueen Mary’trailers, pulled 
by Bedford S Type - with the Later style 
grille.The trailer, with ‘Vigilance’ on the 
side, has a more or Less full-size mock-up 
of an English Electric Lightning fighter 
- first flown in 1954 and into service in 
1959. Following is a Land Rover, with a 
‘Defence of the Realm’banner, pulling 
another memory of the ‘Cold War’ days, a 
Bristol Bloodhound missile on its trailer 
(remember the Corgi Toys model?), 
another S Type/Oueen Mary combination 
and a vehicle mocked up as an Air-Sea 
Rescue launch. (CHC aac066) 


Below: More Bedford S/Oueen Mary outfits, 
the first, marked ‘Spirit of Adventure’, 
carrying part of a glider marked‘Air 
Cadets’. Behind is a Standard Vanguard 
Phase III estate car, marked ‘Mountain 
Rescue’ and trailer, surrounded my motor¬ 
cycle out-riders, then more Bedford 
S Types. There are a Lot of umbrellas 
keeping the rain off the crowds. Notice 
the Austin ‘Three-way Van, kitted out for 
St John Ambulance, Orpington, parked in 
the entrance to Bride Lane. (CHC aac061) 

















Above: Another Bedford S Type and Oueen Mary, showing 
‘Sporting Activities’,‘Recreation and Relaxation’, with 
sailing, fishing, camping and go-karting shown. Behind, the 
policeman on his ‘Noddy-bike’, by the ‘Keep Left’ island, is 
wondering what those three guys are doing climbing on 
that scaffolding attached to the front of an AEC Matador and 
trailer, with a ScammeLL Explorer and another band bringing 
up the rear. We have a good view of the old railway bridge 
over Ludgate Hill and St Paul’s Cathedral in the background 
in this shot. (CHC aac062) 


Left: Was ‘The Way to the Stars’ slogan on the side wishful 
thinking about space travel? No this float was about air crew 
training. Behind is a Douglas‘Tug’with part of a ‘Vulcan’ 
bomber on a trailer. (CHC aac063) 


Right: A closer view of the Douglas Tug 
and the Vulcan on the trailer, with ‘Bomber 
Operations’ and ‘Guarantors of Peace’ on 
the side. Don’t we wish that would have 
been the case... (CHC aac071) 
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Below: The rest of the Line of cars, 
behind the policeman’s cape in the 
other shot; a VauxhaLL LType Wyvern 
or Velox, HNM 113 (Bedfordshire, 
1949), a Jaguar XK120 roadster, HKV 
500 (Coventry, 1949), a Lagonda 
2 V 2 Litre drophead (the Ayrshire 
LAG registration must have been 
an early‘Cherished’mark), a Rover 
75 ‘Cyclops’, JNX 124 (Warwickshire, 
1949), a Sunbeam Talbot, Humber 
Pullman and other Large cars. 

(CHC aac885) 


Right: More of the Armed Forces, with 
a change from RAF to Army. We have 
Austin Champs pulling 25-pounder field 
guns, followed by one of those forward 
control Thames 4x4 GS Lorries, a Commer 
Superpoise, an Austin Loadstar, marked 
‘66th Signals Regiment TA’, with another 
band and a Ford ET6 coming under the 
bridge, with a train going over. That 
VauxhaLL E Type Wyvern or Velox is still 
parked in Faringdon Street. (CHCaac065) 


Below: Here’s a view of the parade from a 
few years earlier, 1949, according to the 
sign in the window of the Hillman Minx 
Mk IV. Behind, the Line of Latest models 
includes an Austin A120 Vanden Plas 
Princess, JON 348 (Birmingham, 1949), 
a Riley RMA, OWL 658 (Oxford, 1949), a 
Jowett Javelin, GAK 338 (Bradford, 1949) 

- all registered in their makers’ home 
towns. They are passing Cannon Street 
Fire Station, closed in 1976, with the 
firemen parading outside, along with a 
turntable escape. (CHC aac911) 


























Above: Oh Look, it’s raining again. What a shame. Here’s a contrast with those Latest car modeLs, the reconstruction of the original ShiLLibeer 
Omnibus of 1929 and a couple of other horse buses and other horse-drawn vehicles. There were assorted veteran and vintage cars in the 
parade as well. (CHC aac892) 



Left: Here’s an interesting float 
promoting the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution with an old- 
fashioned open Lifeboat, called 
Mary Theresa Boileau, believed to 
have once served at Dungeness, 
with four crew dressed in oilskins 
and sou’westers. It’s on a trailer 
behind a Bedford OSS tractor 
unit, from the fleet of haulage 
contractor Frederick Attwood of 
London E17. (CHC aac901) 


Right: Another Bedford OSS,TMY 62x ( a 
1949 Middlesex registration), of BalLards 
Transport this time, with a group of 
rowers and their skiff, on a trailer draped 
with flags. Following is a Foden DG, EXK 
955 (London, 1938) of Pickfords. 

(CHC aac894) 
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Scenes Past 


Right: Perhaps this Metropolitan 
Police Thames Division patrol boat, 
on a multi-wheel heavy haulage 
draw-bar trailer, was behind the 
Foden, ahead of a ScammeLL ballast 
tractor, GXV 652 (London, 1946), 
pulling another float on a draw-bar 
trailer. (CHC aac900) 


Below: A rear view of the Post Office 
Lorries, showing that they were promoting 
Air Mail services, with a stylised bird and 
globe, and telephones, with a sign and a 
giant telephone and receivers. Notice the 
Westminster Bank, plus advertising and 
press agency buildings in the background 
of these pictures. (CHC aaq507) 


Left: We’re back in Fleet Street again, 
with a couple of views of a pre-war Lord 
Mayor’s Show, probably in the early 
1930s.There are marching troops, a brass 
band, which could be the Salvation Army, 
then two Lorries from the GPO stores 
fleet, which were probably Late-1920s 
MaudsLays, modernised with pneumatic 
tyres. Then it Looks Like an Albion in LEP 
Livery and two AECs with Large signs 
Lettered P & O, coming under the Ludgate 
Hill railway bridge. (CHC aaq509) 



















Above: There’s no doubt where or when these Last few pictures were taken. This one shows ingenious use of a Daimler bus chassis (also made 
in Coventry), probably a CVG6 destined for Coventry Corporation, with a (temporary?) body for a display of motor-cycles, old and new, with a 
1951 Triumph on the top. (CHC aaq648) 





1: This float showing the ‘Origin of the Humber motor car’, 1895 and 
1900, completely disguising the Lorry underneath. (CHC aaq652) 

2: Another Daimler bus chassis, with a veteran car, showing the 
birth of the British motor industry. Why Sandy Lane - that was the 
Radford, Coventry address of the Daimler car factory... (CHC aaq651) 
3: And just to show preservation is not a new thing, here is Lord 
Lonsdale’s 1913 Commercar Shooting Brake, which still appears at 
rallies every now and again. (CHC aaq653) 

4: Passing the ‘Electricity Service Centre’ (remember the Electricity 
Board Showrooms in every big town’s high street?) we have two 
more floats, with people in period dress. The Lorry cabs have been 
completely covered with the ‘timbered’ cottage and ‘castle’, a shame 
for us, but most impressive. (CHC aaq649) 
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PSV Scene 



Above: ‘Pride of the Fleet’ in 1957,1949 U is seen on a rare trip from Leeds to Bradford, rather than its usual Leeds to Ilkley routes. (PM Photography) 


L ast month, we looked at how 
the wartime Utility Daimlers 
allocated to the fleet of Samuel 
Ledgard were joined by some 
further ex-London Transport 
examples. This time, we look at how they 
fitted into the company's operations, 
and the other buses added to the fleet in 
the 1950s and early '60s. 

Routes on which the Daimlers were 
used 

The ex-London HGF Daimlers operated 
on all the Ledgard double-decker routes, 
which was actually all of the company's 
routes, apart from the two Otley to 
Horsforth routes, which were single¬ 
decker operated, until early 1959, when 
they were replaced by lowbridge Bristols 
from United. (This is an interesting story 
of a route and its vehicles, and is a work 
in progress for me). 

Route details are shown in Table 3 



Above: From 1959 onwards, the final livery is shown on 1954 U, which was new in 1957 and is seen 
at Rawdon Cross Roads on the Ilkley to Leeds route. The entire batch of 1949-1954 U was operated 
by West Yorkshire from 1967 to 1969, as its DAW5-10. (PM Photography) 
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TABLE 3 


Route Journey time Maximum headway Maximum Depot route Timetable date 

(Minutes) (Minutes) number allocation 


of buses 
required 


Leeds (King St), Guiseley to 
llkley 

53 

30 

4 

1- Armley, 3- Otley & 
llkley staff 

April 1953 

Leeds (Cookridge St), 

Bramhope, Otley to llkley 

34 to Otley, 
plus 21 to llkley 

20 to Otley, 

60 to llkley 

3 

2 - Armley 

Otley & llkley staff 

October 1958 and Joint 
with West Yorkshire 

Leeds (King St), Pudsey, 

Fartown to Bradford 

47 

15 

8 

Armley, Bradford 

June 1958 

Leeds (King St), Kirkstall to 
Horsforth 

25 

30 

2 

Armley 

December 1958 

Leeds (Vicar La), Headingly, 

West Park, Horsforth to Rawdon 

35 

30 

3 - Armley 

June 1958 and 

Joint with West 

Yorkshire 

Troydale, Acres Hall (both in 
Pudsey) to Calverley 

27 

30 

2 

1- Armley (Troydale) 

1-Bradford (Acres Hall) 

June 1958 

Bradford, Menston, Otley to 
Harrogate 

75 

60 

3 

Bradford 

June 1958 

Otley to Weston 

10 

30 

1 

Otley 

March 1959 

Newall, Otley to Westbourne 

10 

30 

1 

Otley 

No date shown 

Otley to Arthington 

15 

2 journeys a day M-Sat 
(with 3 on Fridays) 


Otley 

June 1958 

llkley to Middleton Sanatorium 

12 

3 journeys a week 
(Wed/Sat/Sun) 


Otley with llkley staff 

June 1958 


and, as previously mentioned, the HGFs 
would operate on all of these. The details 
come from the Ledgard timetable, which 
was a collection of duplicated individual 
sheets stapled together. These sheets 
had many different typewriter fonts. 

A reminder of the lorry purchased in 
1912, registered U 1949, came in 1957 
when it reappeared in reversed form, 
on one of six new AEC Regent Vs, with 
locally-built Roe bodies, bought and 
registered 1949 U to 1954 U. 

Otley had four, with Leeds the other 
two and the allocations to routes were 
usually as follows: 

• Leeds-Guiseley-llkley had three from 
Otley and one from Leeds, covering 
virtually all the mileage on the basic 
half-hourly service. 

• Leeds-Otley-llkley used one bus from 
Otley, on the hourly through service. 

• Leeds-Pudsey-Bradford had the 
second Leeds vehicle. 

It has been reported that each bus 
on the Leeds-Guiseley-llkley did eight 
return trips a day, which resulted in daily 
mileages of around 260, while the bus 
on the route via Otley did around 280 
miles per day. 

These new 1957 Regent Vs were to 
be the last new buses purchased, apart 
from a few coaches. Thereafter, only 
second-hand buses were acquired, 
including more Daimlers, plus a 
number of Leylands, right up to the 
end in October 1967, when Ledgard 
was bought by the Tilling Group's West 
Yorkshire Road Car Company, which 


had its main depots in Harrogate, York, 
Bradford, Keighley and Leeds. 

In the days of duplication, there was a 
great call for buses. For example, Chris 
Youhill recalls the Leeds to llkey route 
when the 17.30 bus was duplicated 
as follows: 17.27 to Rawdon (8 miles), 

17.28 to Guiseley White Cross (10 miles), 

17.29 to llkley and the scheduled 17.30 
to llkley (16 miles). All four were well 
loaded... 

Allocations to the depots, including 


coaches, were Armley (in Leeds), with 
around 60 buses, followed by Otley, 
with around 20 vehicles, and finally 
Bradford with around 10. llkley was 
a running depot to Otley and had no 
permanent allocation and around four 
buses 'slept over'at llkley. There was also 
the depot at Moorfield in Yeadon, which 
looked after the Otley-Horsforth routes, 
originally with its single-deckers, then 
from 1959 with around 10 lowbridge 
buses. 


Below: A clean Looking HGF954 in 1954 soon after entering service and in a version of the 1953 
three shades of blue Livery and also has painted over indicators. It is parked up near to Wellington 
Street in Leeds, with a brick chock under the front wheel. (Stuart Emmett collection) 
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Scenes 

Remembered 


TABLE 4 


Ledgard Fleet with, and after 
the HGFs 

The HGFs joined a variable fleet and, 
excluding the single-deck buses and 
coaches and the lowbridge fleet, the 
fleet overview shows the other double- 
deckers which, from 1953 until 1961, 
shared the running with the HGFs. 

Summary 

So what of the HGF Daimlers? For me 
at the time, as a young bus enthusiast, 
they were simple delightful wrecks and 
there was nothing else like them. The 
only other Utility-style buses I remember 
were with Bradford Corporation, but 
these had all left Bradford by early 
1958, when they were replaced by ex- 
London RTs. Coincidentally, from 1963, 
Ledgard got round to buying 34 AEC RTs 
and five Leyland RTLs. Unfortunately, 
these Ledgard RTs did not have the 
variations and frills of the HGFs, as all 
of them looked the same. However, in 
March 1962, just after the last HGF was 
withdrawn in February, we did also get 
five ex-Rochdale AEC Regent Ills with 
East Lancashire H59R bodies. 

With Ledgard, the HGFs appear to 
have assisted in the survival of the 
company and also went on to set a 
standard of buying second-hand, (pre¬ 
owned or whatever you wish to call 
such purchases). Indeed, only a few 
new double-deckers came after the 
HGFs were bought, as the second-hand 
market was pursued with some degree of 
standardisation from a fleet perspective 
and, most definitely, with a large degree 
of wonderful variance for the enthusiast! 

Thank you indeed,'Exors (Executors) of 
Samuel Ledgard'! 


■ References 

The Ledgard Fleet, M H Lockyer, 1962 
Ledgard Way, The History of Samuel 
Ledgard, Keith Jenkinson, 1981 
Fleet History of Samuel Ledgard, PSV 
Circle reference 2PB8,1992 
Samuel Ledgard, a Reminiscence, Mike 
Lockyer and John Banks, 2004 
Samuel Ledgard - Beer and Blue Buses, 
Don Bate, 2005. 

London's Utility Buses, Ken Blacker, 1997 
Old Buses website: http://www.old-bus- 
photos.co.uk/wp-content/themes/Old- 
Bus-Photos/articles_main_page.php 
Ian Smith's wonderful website, listing 
many details on the D-class buses: http:// 
www.countrybus.org/D/D.html#index 
John Kinsleys lovely paintings are on 
www.transport-art-collections.co.uk 


Year In Reg. Chassis Body Ex Year 

Number Out 


1943 

JUA 762/3 

Guy Arab 5LW 
(6LW from 

1956) 

Roe H56R (1951) 

New 

1961 

1944 

JUA 915-918 

Daimler CWA6 

Roe H56R 

New 

1955 to 

1960 

1945 

JUB 128/129 
JUB 647/8 

JUB 649-659 

Daimler CWA6 
Daimler CWD6 
Daimler CWA6 

All Duple H56R (649 
Dec 1953 body from 
HGF 948) 

New 

1953 to 

1962 

1946 

JUM 373-378 

Leyland PD1 

Leyland H56R 
(373 Lancs Aviation) 

New 

1964 to 

1965 

1949 

MUA 860-862 

Leyland PD2/1 

Leyland H56R 

New 

1966 

1952 

PNW 91-93 

Leyland 

PD2/12 

Leyland H56R 

New 

1967 

1953- 

1954 

The HGFs 
arrived 





1956 

(New 

1945) 

GYL291 

Daimler CWA6 

Brush H56R 

Bee Line, 
Hartlepool 

1960 

1957 

XUG 141 

Daimler CVG6 

Burlingham H63R 

New 

1967 

1957 

1949-1953 U 

AEC Regent V 
(D3RV) 

Roe H65R 

New 

1967 

1957 

(New Dec 
1943-Jan 
1944) 

GHA 936, 941, 
945, 965, 968 

Daimler CWA6 

Weymann (936) 

Duple H56R (re¬ 
built 1950-51 by 
Willowbrook) 

Midland Red 

1960- 

61 

1959 

(New Aug 

1943) EN 8408 

Daimler CWA6 

Roe H56R (1952) 

Bury 

1963 


Note: some were later fitted with platform doors (JUB647, JUM373), and the 1946-1952 
Leylands PDs were all re-seated to H58R. All the HGFs were withdrawn by 1961, apart from the 
last one in February 1962. This was also the same finishing time of the last of the 1943-44 Guys 
and Daimlers new to Ledgard, along with, some of the 1945 Daimlers. 

The replacements in 1960 were 15 newer Daimlers and one Leyland, while in 1961 came 16 
Leylands and one Bristol K.These came from varied fleets as the following summary shows: 


Year Bought 

Reg. 

Number 

Chassis 

Body 

Ex 

Year 

Out 

I960 

(New 1948) 

LNW522- 

531 

Daimler CVD6 

Brush H56R 

Leeds 

1963-65 

1960 

(New 1948) 

JFJ 50-52,55 

Daimler CVD6 

Brush H56R 

Exeter 

1963 

1960 

(New 1956) 

SDU711 

Daimler CVG6 

Willowbrook H66RD 

Daimler 

1967 

1960 

(New 1948) 

LAE 2 

Leyland PD1 

Bristol (BBW) H56R 

Bristol 

1967 

1961 

(New 1947-48) 

KHW 243, 
622,631 and 
KHY395 

Leyland PD1A 

Bristol H56R/ECW 

H56R 

Bristol 

1965 to 

1967 

1961 

(New 1948) 

KHY746 

Bristol K6B 

ECW H56R 

Bristol 

1964 

1961 

(New 1948) 

LAE 12 

Leyland PD1A 

ECW H56R 

Bristol 

1965 

1961 

(New 1946) 

ARN 392- 

394 

Leyland PD1 

Alexander H58R 

Preston 

1967 

1961 

(New 1947) 

BCK 

621/4,633/6 

Leyland PD1A 

Leyland or Samlesbury 
(633) H58R 

Preston 

1967 

1961 

(New 1947) 

BCK 414/5, 
421/2 

Leyland PD1A 

Leyland H58R 

Ribble 

1967 
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Above Left: Utility Daimler HGF 916 in the snow at the DyneleyArms pub, on the Leeds-Bramhope-Otley route. This was a short un-timetabled run (at least 
in timetables I have), of around 7 minutes from Otleyor 27 minutes from Leeds, but judging by the position of 916, it is ready to turn right out of car park 
towards Otley, after having done a reverse turn off the main Otley to Leeds A660 road. (PM Photography) 

Above right: Daimler CWA6 HGF805, with Duple body, was not a London Transport Sutton Depot bus, but started as a Green Line, before moving as a red 
bus to Merton depot. In its experimental livery, Ledgard fleet no 805 waits outside Leeds West Yorkshire Vicar Lane BS for its turn on the joint route to 
Rawdon. (Travel Lens Photographic) 



Above Left: In the 1955 livery is HGF914, but with no Ledgard name above the panelled over indicator. It entered service in November 1954, after having 
been fitted with rear doors and is leaving Leeds on Whitehall Road on the Bradford route. A Bradford-allocated bus perhaps, as rear doors were preferred 
for the Long mainly country Bradford to Harrogate route that was operated by Bradford depot. The opening upper front windows have now been removed, 
but the side drop down windows remain. (Travel Lens Photographic) Above right: Also in the 1955 Livery is HGF953 and the opening upper front windows 
are now removed, and the side drop down windows replaced by sliding windows. 953 is seen in Bradford Chester Street bus station on the other side of 
Chester Street from where Ledgards Leeds route started, (along with the services of Hebble and Yorkshire Woollen). West Yorkshire used this side and 
maybe, therefore, some erroneously have reported the Harrogate route was a joint service with West Yorkshire. Far from it, Ledgards had their own service 
that ran into Menston village ; with West Yorkshire Leaving on their route 53 to Harrogate at 25 and 55 minutes past the hour and Ledgards at 10 past the 
hour. The only condition for Ledgard using the West Yorkshire side was the bus could not wait and park/Load at the place shown in the photo, but could 
only come on the stand, 2 minutes before departure. (Travel Lens Photographic) 



























Above Left: 1944 Daimler CWA6, GHA968, ex-Midland Red in 1957, with Duple H56R body, rebuilt by Willowbrook in 1951. It is parked in Park Place Leeds 
after running in from Bradford. (Stuart Emmett Collection) Above right: Daimler EN 8408 entered service with Ledgard in June 1959, and seen when its 
new Ledgard paint was still shiny, in August 1959, on King Street, Leeds, ready for Horsforth. It must have been one of the Last painted in the 1955 Livery, 
with a green roof, as the next buses (single-deckers) were in the 1959 Livery with grey roofs. (The Transport Library) 



Above: 1948 Daimler CVD6/Brush H56R, 
LNW529 had entered service in March 
1960 after being bought from Leeds CT in 
January.One often such buses,thereafter 
Leeds banned the sale of buses to Local 
operators after some “palaver” from 
councillors over the selling of good buses 
that competed with the corporation. 529 
was the Last of the batch to go in 1965. 
(Travel Lens Photographic) 


Right: Seen in Otley in April 1960, when 
still new to Ledgard, is 1956-built SDU 
711, a former Daimler demonstrator, 
which was to be operated from 1967 by 
West Yorkshire for around 2 years, as its 
DGW11. (The Transport Library) 



Above: Exeter JFJ 51 entered service in July 1960, and is here in November, in Chester Street bus 
station, Bradford, on the Harrogate route and on the other side of Chester Street from where 
Ledgards Leeds route started, along with the services of Hebble and Yorkshire Wollen. West 
Yorkshire also used this side for departures. (The Transport Library) 
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Left: 1948 KHW243,a Leyland PD1A 
with Bristol H56R body that came 
from Bristol OC in 1961. It is bn the 
muck’ at the back of Otley depot. 
They always seemed too high to 
me! (Travel Lens Photographic) 


Below: A line-up of ex-Preston 
PDls bn the muck’ in Otley, all with 
painted radiators. 1947 BCK 621 
and ARN 393 have Leyland bodies, 
whereas 394 has an Alexander 
body, built under contract from 
Leyland. 621 retains squared-off 
indicators and unused number 
indicator, as does 393, but has 
rounded and rubberised surrounds. 
Meanwhile 394 has a rebuilt 
standard Ledgard indicator. Finally, 
621 has beading below the upper 
windows whilst the ARNs do not. 
(Arthur Emmett) 



Above: A partial nearside comparison between the all-Leyland 
PDlAs with ex-Ribble BCK421 on the left alongside ex-Preston 
BCK 633 (with a sub-contracted body from Salmesbury).The 
beading differs, as do the radiators and Ledgard’s treatment of the 
indicators. Seen parked on the ‘muck’ behind Otley depot in July 
1967. (Arthur Emmett) 




Above: AEC Regent III, GDK 401, seen in July 1967 at Otley, was one the five 
bought from Rochdale in February 1962, entering service the following 
month. GDK 401 was the only one left in service when West Yorkshire took 
over in October 1967, but was not operated, but sent to the York shed for 
storage. It soon went to dealer, Norths in January 1968, and finally went for 
scrapping two months later. (Arthur Emmett) 


Above: Ex-Preston all-Leyland BCK 621 on 12 August 1967 outside Otley 
depot. The‘A-frame’sign-boards are still touting for excursion business, 
with just over two months to go before the end. 
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on cover price of 
£4.50 per issue. UK 
Direct Debit print 
offer only. 
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Stainless steel body 
Quick release carabiner clip 
Length 84mm x Width 30mm 
Powerful small pliers 
Spring assisted wire cutters 
Phillips screwdriver 
Bottle opener 
File 
Knife 
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WAYS 

'0 ORDER - 

1 ONLINE ^ 

1 shop.kelsey.co.uk/vrs 

) POST 

_ Fill in the form and send to: FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, 

Vintage Roadscene magazine subscriptions, 

Kelsey Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry’s Hill, 

Cudham, Kent, TNI6 3AG 

7 CALL OUR SUBSCRIPTION TEAM 

T 01959 543 747 & quote offer code VRSP0318 

Hotline open: Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm. 

















In Classic Truck, January 201 7, Colin Chesterman referred to the origin of Kinders Transport ofBlaby, Leicestershire, 
and the eventual takeover by Alice (Ma) Walker. Here Glen McBirnie tells us more about this lady and her transport 

company's history. 



Above and right: Two photographs in my 
collection date from the 1930s, at a 
time when eight-wheelers had become 
the preferred chassis for the company’s 
operations. Shown in the centre with 
her drivers, Ma Walker, in her typical 
masculine wear, jacket, trousers, shirt and 
tie, along with her beloved hat, belies a 
cool and calculating mind. 

The Leyland Octopus Lorries behind 
this happy group are based on the TEW 
model of the 1930s. My knowledge in 
a mechanical sense is Limited, but as 
a former driver of eight-wheelers, I 
can appreciate that the physical effort 
required to drive these LeyLands would 
be enormous, as power steering was 
not fitted. I am Led to believe that the 
gentleman on the far Left of this picture 
Lived in Rugby. 

The other well-known picture shows Alice 
Walker at the wheel of JU 6490, a 1935 
Leyland Octopus, called ‘Oueen of the 
Road’, loaded with timber, with single rear 
wheels with balloon tyres and the fleet 
name ‘Kinders Garage and Haulage Ltd’ on 
the door. 
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Above: During World War II, Kinders Transport would have been devoid of the A, B and C Licences, as the company was on operational work, 
hence the white-painted wings and roof. After the war, Leylands continued to be used by Ma Walker, as there is a photograph of a 22.01 type 
Octopus eight-wheeler, DUT 708, on page 93 of‘BRSThe Early Years’, with the original name of Kinders Transport displayed under the BRS 
name. 

An original of the photograph used in Colin’s story, which has been in my collection for many years, shows Ma Walker’s fleet of 14 Leyland 
Octopus eight-wheelers, Line abreast, joined by eight or nine Foden DG six-wheelers. The first vehicle still has its wartime markings, including 
its Ministry of War Transport fleet number on the cab. 

The picture shows the fleet at rest, prior to takeover by the government, under British Road Services, from 1948 to Late 1953. 



Left 1 & 2: After de-nationalisation, the 
company became known as A M Walker, 
and Alice formed ‘Midland Hirers’, 
with vehicles on hire to John ELLis and 
Mountsorrel Granite. The preferred 
make of Lorries was now Atkinson. 
Four-wheeled tippers were Leased to 
Mountsorrel Granite, while four and six- 
wheelers carried the Livery of John ELLis, 
the Leicester-based concrete products 
company. 

In our Road Haulage Archive issue 
‘Tipping the Balance’, we showed Colin’s 
pictures a 1952 Atkinson eight-wheeler 
in the A M Walker ‘Midland Hirers’ fleet, 
on contract to Mountsorrel Granite, plus 
a picture of at Least 25 Atkinsons in the 
fleet used for delivering aggregates and 
roadstone. 




























Right: A M Walker’s 
preference for Gardner- 
powered Atkinson eight- 
wheelers was well- 
known Locally, as can 
be seen from the next 
three pictures. Here RUT 
960, a Late 1950s model 
with the ‘bow-fronted’ 
cab is seen in the smart 
green and red Lined-out 
Livery, with its properly 
sheeted and roped 
Load only adding to 
the superbly presented 
Lorry. (Peter Davies) 


Left: Atkinson Borderer tractor units were the 
final type of Lorry favoured by Walkers. This 
view of the company’s well-appointed Cosby 
Depot in Leicestershire shows its preference 
for the marque. A lone Foden and Volvo F88, 
bought purely for evaluation purposes, perhaps 
show the ‘wind of change’. 

Walker’s vehicles were regular callers for return 
loads at both the Redland Tiles depots at 
ShoweLL and Clifton Works in the Rugby area. 
The long distance reliable haulage offered by 
Walkers was the bread and butter operation of 
this now Long-forgotten Leicestershire haulier. 
Walkers was to be bought out in the 1970s 
by the Transport Development Group, which 
allowed Alice Walker to continue managing 
her own affairs, but change was on the way, 
simply because, in the 1970s, Alice was in her 
fifties and she had other interests, apart from A 
M Walker Ltd, which I now understand were to 
change her life slightly. 

I had only been with Rugby Portland Cement 
Transport less than two years, and on this 
particular day, I’d delivered 15 tons of bags 
(300) to a Nottingham builders’ merchant, near 
the Trent Bridge cricket ground. I opted to 
leave Trent Bridge via the A606 road to Melton 
Mowbray and join the A46 south at Six Hills. 
This I duly did and within half an hour was 
running down the A46.1 was driving my Foden 
S21 eight-wheeled platform, 4274 MF, fleet no 
495. This was an ex-Eastwoods Cement Lorry 
painted and re-bodied as a platform in the 
1960s. 

Two or three miles further on, I saw an 
Atkinson eight-wheeled dropside in a Lay-by, 
with wheels off and the rear end jacked up. 

I stopped to offer assistance if I could. I’d 
barely got down from the cab, when a Lady’s 
voice stopped me in my tracks! “Thank you for 
stopping driver, but the job is done. If my driver 
had done what I asked, greased the pro-shaft 
nipples before his journey, this breakdown 
might not have happened.” 

This was my introduction to Ma Walker, and 
Looking at what she’d done, along with her 
hapless driver, made me realise just then and 
there that this lady was a bit special. They’d 
replaced a prop-shaft with the aid of two 5 
ton jacks and their own efforts. I felt sorry for 
the unfortunate driver, who faced a week off 
from driving, while he repaired punctures and 
washed Lorries. 

I never forgot meeting Ma Walker and Looking 
back over all these years, she is still regarded 
with admiration and professionalism. 
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Another dropside, Loaded with concrete water pipe sections, ready for 
sheeting and roping. None of these Lorries was fitted with flashing 
indicators, so hand signals were the order of the day. 





















We are still making our way through the 2017 rally reports. 

Our contributors saw many interesting vehicles as the season stretched into the autumn. 



August Bank Holiday was a busy time. As well as those reported on last time, there was the 29 th 
Rudgewick Steam & Country Show, near Guildford, where there were lots of interesting vehicles. 

Vic Capon was equally busy and went there, too. 



1: This platform-bodied AEC Matador has been nicely-restored to its original RAF condition. 

2: In contrast, this Austin K6 6x4 has been preserved in de-mobbed guise and something of a rarity these days, most seem to have been 
worked to death. 

3: This Lovely pre-war Dennis of the East Sussex Fire Brigade was just one of a number of different fire appliances at Rudgewick. 

4: West Sussex Fire Brigade opted for a yellow Livery in the 1960s, to show up better under the then new sodium street Lights, Like this Land 
Rover, one of several at the show. 

5: Another feature of the show was the number of breakdown vehicles, including this ScammeLL Crusader, possibly ex-military, fitted with 
Holmes twin-boom equipment. 

6: A smaller tow-truck was this Late model Bedford TK, ex-Metropolitan Police. 

7: One I’d Like in my garage is this smart original-looking Ford Anglia 307E 5 cwt van, with deluxe grille and trim. 

8: Often seen at events in France, but rare over here is this interesting coachbuilt mobile shop, based on an extended Citroen chassis. 
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I 1: A Bedford WTL platform Lorry, which has been in preservation for many years, but not seen Lately. 2: This Bedford WHG van has also 
been around for many years, at one time with Williams of Spennymoor, and it’s nice to see it out and about again. 3: A more recent 
Ford Transit MKII parcels van, making a good advert for a car body panels supplier. 4: A bit heavier is this ERF six-wheeled unit from 
1971, when a Gardner 150 would have been considered sufficiently powerful for heavy haulage. 


Wallington Hall, South Runcton, Norfolk 


1: An AEC Matador timber tractor in the Livery of C LCaley and Sons from ShouLdham 2: A Bedford A Type, MBL941, in the Livery of Colin Patrick 
of Long Sutton, Lines. 3: Burlinghams Transport of Wisbech brought these two Bedford Lightweights, a TJ and a TK. 


Also over the August Bank Holiday, Mike Gosling saw a handful of less often seen commercials that turned out 
for a riding for the disabled charity event. This show hasn't run for the last four years so a lot of effort went in to 
get it up and running again. It was a success, in spite of clashing with Truckfest at the Norfolk Showground. 


Into September and on the first weekend, Barry Fenn went to the Eccleshall Show, 
where he photographed some interesting vehicles. 
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Barry Fenn also caught the lorries on the Heart of Wales Road Run in Shrewsbury on 9th September. 



Above: A good-looking Bedford tipper, this time a‘TD’Type, in the 
fleet of Co Durham-based PG THompson, which makes an interesting 
comparison with the ‘TJ’ seen at the Driffield rally Last month. 


Above: With those pallets on the back of the platform, it seems Like 
only yesterday that Lorries Like this 1979 Leyland Clydesdale were 
to be seen everywhere... 



Well-known preservationist and haulier,Neil Bartlett, held an Open Day at the company's Coventry yard. Malcolm Ranieri 
writes. The majority of the current modern Bartletts fleet was in attendance plus the preserved commercial in the company's 
collection. Several classic commercials from other enthusiasts also rolled in during the day. Neil Bartlett Haulage was set up by 
Neil initially delivering sand out of the Barford, Warwick, pit using a 1963 Bedford TK12 ton four-wheeler. The second vehicle in 
1965, when Neil had become well-established was a Bedford KM 16-ton Tipper. Expanding over the years with mostly tippers, 
using Leyland Clydesdales, Leyland Comet four-wheelers, plus Albion and Atkinson six-wheelers. The company finally settled 
on Volvo tippers: still in the fleet is an S-registered F86 32 ton artic. This typical family run firm currently operates from a yard at 
Walsgrave,Coventry, where gravel pits and quarries around the Midlands are serviced. 



1: These tippers are part of the Bartlett preserved fleet, a Leyland Comet, Dodge 100 Series and Bedford OST,TAand TJ. 

2: Part of the modern Bartlett fleet Lined-up, with Volvo tippers to the fore. 

3: Appropriate visitors for the day were the Pearsons Transport Foden S20 eight-wheeled tipper, flanked by its ex-Hoveringham S21 and 
the S36 in the Livery of Truck Mixed Concrete of Ashfield. 

4: First seen at the Bartletts open day was this Late model AEC Mercury milk tanker, JOH 748N, in the Livery of W Freeman, grain merchants 
and milk hauliers, of Birmingham. 

5: With Bartlett’s modern Scania tractor units to the rear, here is Seddon 15/10,921 FH, now in the Livery of Craddock Bros of Coven, Staffs. 
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The 'modern classics' were out in force, for September's Retro Show at the British Motor Museum, 
Gaydon. Len Jefferies offers a selection of pictures of the event. 





1: With its TIR tilt trailer, Steve Swain’s Scania 143-450 Streamline looks every inch - or should that be centimetre - the international haulage 
vehicle on its arrival at Gaydon. 

2: This Late Bedford TK, restored with a Livestock body, was hiding among all the tractor units. 

3: The Latest vehicle to join the McGovern preserved fleet is this MAN 30-331 eight-wheeler, fitted with roll on-off container equipment. 

4: Over from Ireland, this Hino HE tractor unit stood out from the crowd. 

5: Scania 111 and 141 tractor units from J & M Murdoch of Paisley and H C Wilson of ELmsweLL, Suffolk. 

6: Joining the ranks of preserved Volvo F88 tractor units is this one with a Lifting third axle of Hart’s Haulage. 
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Slightly out of sequence, we'll squeeze this in here. Keith Baldwin photographed the lorries on the 
Cumbrian Trunk Run on 2nd September last. He says spectators were treated to some nice vehicles on the 

run, on a sunny day for a change. 





1: Restored in its original 
military guise, after working for 
a showman, Albion WD.CX22S, 
UPJ 925F, also sports the Road 
Engines & Kerr (Haulage) Ltd 
name, as the company used 
a vehicle just Like this during 
the war. 

2: A1956 Albion Chieftain FT7L 
Castrol tanker, KCK 750, in the 
Livery of Jeff Graham of Carlisle. 
3: A smart Leyland Comet 
tipper, CEU 386, in the Livery 
of Dover & Sons of Keswick. 
This was a very friendly run 
- all the drivers waved to the 
cameraman... 

4: Unusually fitted with a front 
bumper, UWW 23 is an Albion 
Clydesdale four-wheeled 
platform Lorry, restored in 
the Livery of Stan Fisher, 
Workington. Keith says this 
was almost another Albion 
gathering... 

5: Keith took the other pictures 
on the A591, but this Commer 
breakdown Lorry in Myers & 
Bowman of Distington’s colours 
was seen at the Truckhaven 
Services meal break. 
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This September event, held at Cranford, beside the A 7 4, is fast becoming something of a season closer for many 
vintage vehicle enthusiasts, with many vehicles of all types attending. Mike Forbes and Len Jefferies went along. 

e 0 



1: The AustraLian-buiLt cab on this Bedford M Type contrasts with 
the standard British-buiLt cab on the OST next to it. 

2: In more or Less ‘as found’ condition, this 1967 Austin FFK is the 
Latest vehicle to join the GowLer family’s collection, seen with their 
Leyland Comet tipper. 

3: The impressive ScammeLL S26 recovery vehicle of Derek Crouch is 
seen Leaving the parade ring. 

4: The Freer family’s ScammeLL chain drive tractor, DDT 32. 

5: Dad Looks on as M C Services’Junior Team‘tows’a ScammeLL 
Explorer from the ring, with their model AEC Matador. 

6: There are several classic American tractor units at the Kettering 
show, including these cab-over’ Kenworths. 

7: A nice Volvo Line-up, with an F86 six-wheeled tipper, plus F10 and 
F12 tractor units, shining in the sunshine. 
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8: Coming out of hiding in a curtain-sided trailer was this well-preserved Austin K2 ATV (AuxiLiery Towing Vehicle) new to the NFS during the 
war and Later converted to a Hose Reel Tender by Cornwall Fire Brigade. 9: An unusual ERF ES8 recovery vehicle, in Sid Hinds Livery, next to an 
Ergomatic-cabbed AEC. 10: Abels Removals was displaying its Bedford M Type Luton van, alongside a horse-drawn pantechnicon. 

I 11: Part of the PC Howard preserved fleet, two Dodges flank the ERF‘Sabrina’, with a Thames Trader tractor unit and two semi-retired ERF ECs. 



Malcolm Ranieri visited the Bedford rally, held as usual at Old Warden Park, 
next to the home of the Shuttleworth Collection. 



1: A classic showman’s tractor, based on an ERF with an LV cab and Gardner engine. 2: A recently restored 1920 Albion A16 Charabanc 
Chl2, originally used by the New Zealand High Commission, seen with Shuttleworth House in the background. 3: A1966 Ford 
Thames Trader NC, with a box body, next to a Sentinel DG steam waggon, back in the original Livery of Local miller Henry Franklin of 
Biggleswade. 4: Two interesting Thornycrofts based Locally, the Sturdy of Chris Dawkins of ShiLington and the normal control Bulldog 
of M J Simmonds of Hen Low. 
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VOLVO LORRIES VOLVO BUSES IN ESSEX 

THE 1960S AND 1970S BY DAVID CHRISTIE 
AMBERLEY PUBLISHING,THE HILL, MERRYWALKS, 

STROUD, GLOS GL5 4EPWWW.AMBERLEY-BOOKS.COM 
ISBN: 978-1-4456-7747-7 £14.99 

This is an splendid collection of well-reproduced photographs of 
buses around the county at an interesting time. Not surprisingly, 
as the author lived near the Romford Green Line garage, there are 
34 pages on London Transport country buses, compared with only 
24 pages on Eastern National, but the other 40 or so pages cover 
Southend and Colchester Corporations and lots of independents, 
from Upminster & District to Osbornes of Tollesbury - including 
more ex-LT RT types - plus private and contractors'buses. The book 
concentrates on older vehicles and makes for an interesting read. 


and Leyland, Bill Reid now looks at Volvo. 

It takes the usual format, with 180 colour 
pictures, two to a page, and does a good job 
of showing the progress of this lorry maker in 
the UK market, from the late 1960s, with the 
F86, F88, FI 0 and other models, up to the FL 
and FH. Bill's pictures show a good range of 
different vehicles in the colours of operators 
from around the country, including plenty 
of Scottish liveries. Also co-organiser of the 
Ayrshire Road Run, Bill makes a knowledgeable 
author for books of this type, and Volvo 
enthusiasts especially will want this one. 


LORRIES 

BILL REID 


BY BILL KLIU 

AMBERLEY PUBLISHING, 
THE HILL, MERRYWALKS, 
STROUD, GLOS GL5 4EP 
WWW.AMBERLEY-BOOKS. 
COM 

ISBN: 978-1-4456-6772-0 
£14.99 


There's currently a bit of a 
gap in the books on road 
vehicles sent for review by other publishers, 
but Amberley is keeping things going, with 
more in its series of albums. 

Following his titles on AEC, Commer, DAF 



r 
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NATIONAL EXPRESS COACHES 

BY KEITH JENKINSON 

AMBERLEY PUBLISHING, THE HILL, MERRYWALKS, STROUD, GLOS GL5 4EP 
WWW.AMBERLEY-BOOKS.COM ISBN: 978-1-4456-7877-1 £14.99 

A bit more up-to-date, with a longer introduction, explaining the history 
and development of the National network. Enthusiasts mourned the 
passing of the individual companies'coach liveries under the National Bus 
Company, but the white National Express coaches have gained a following 
of their own. This book shows how the vehicles, liveries and services have 
developed, from the 1970s to the present, with many different operators 
involved. Fascinating for anybody interested in coaches, as you can easily 
see how things have changed (or not) over the years. 

V___ 


THE ALBION MAGAZINE - 
JANUARY 2018 

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY BYTHE ALBION CLUB, 

7 JOHN STREET, BIGGAR ML12 6AE, SCOTLAND, 
PART OF THE BIGGAR ALBION FOUNDATION. 

This latest issue includes articles on Albion cars 
on the London-Brighton veteran run, Sydney's 
Albion buses, the engine rebuild of the 1930 
PMA28 single-decker, plus the usual news 
of the club's vehicles and members, what's 
appeared in other magazines about Albions 
and more. Anyone interested in Albions should 
join the club, whether a vehicle owner or not. 


AEC SOCIETY GAZETTE - ISSUE 129 
NOVEMBER 2017 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, HOWARD BERRY, 7 
DONALDSON DRIVE, CHESWARDINE, MARKET 
DRAYTON TF9 2NY 

The Society's magazine is full of items of 
interest to AEC enthusiasts, with articles on 
timber tractors and Douglas, working at 
Southall, rally reports and other news, adverts, 
letters and pictures. 


NARTM GAZETTE - WINTER 2017/8 
- NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ROAD 
TRANSPORT MODELLERS 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, COLIN FOSTER 
UNIVERSAL SOLUTIONS 4 BUSINESS LTD, 

UNIT D2 NEWTON BUSINESS PARK 
CARTWRIGHT STREET, NEWTON, HYDE, 
CHESHIRE SK14 4EH 
E-MAIL: NARTM@US4B.CO.UK 
MEMBERSHIP: £17 PER ANNUM (UK). 

This NARTM magazine contains the usual mix 
of reports of meetings and articles on building 
model lorries, illustrated with lots of pictures 
of members' models. The association offers 
a lot of encouragement to modellers, with 
ideas, hints and tips. Whether an experienced 
modeller or not, there's plenty of inspiration 
and motivation here. 



Midland reD 
Single-deckerS 


MIDLAND RED SINGLE-DECKERS by david harvey 

AMBERLEY PUBLISHING, THE HILL, MERRYWALKS, 

STROUD, GLOS GL5 4EPWWW.AMBERLEY-BOOKS.COM 
ISBN: 978-1 -4456-6796-6 £16.99 

Following the format of the author's previous excellent work on 
Midland Red double-deckers, this book covers all the different types 
of single-deck vehicles run by this idiosyncratic operator, from the 
World War I years to the NBC years. Most were built by the operator 
itself, and these are discussed in detail and illustrated with many rare 
pictures. Vehicle acquired with other operators are also covered, so 
the book offers a remarkably wide, as well as in-depth coverage of 
the subject. A must for any Midland Red fan, but will be interesting 
to many other vehicle enthusiasts as well. 


There are more recent Amberley titles than we can cover here - others include: 

■ Hampshire Buses, by John Law - an interesting selection of vehicles old and not so old around 
this county. 

■ Jeep Wrangler - The Story Behind an Iconic Off-Roader, by Nigel Fryatt - the title says it all. 

■ Panhard & Levassor, by David Beare -the story of this pioneering French motor company. 

■ The MG T-Series -The Sports Cars the World Loved First, by John Nikas 

■ Swift Caravans, by Andrew Jenkinson - another in the series on caravan builders. 

■ John Deere Tractors, by Jonathan Whitlam. 


LEYLAND TORQUE NO 78 - WINTER 2017 
THE LEYLAND SOCIETY JOURNAL 
VOLUME 3 NUMBER 19 2017 

BOTH PUBLISHED BYTHE LEYLAND SOCIETY LTD, 

C/O VALLEY FORGE, 213 CASTLE HILL ROAD,TOTTERNHOE, 

DUNSTABLE, BEDFORDSHIRE LU6 2DA 

Available free to Leyland Society members - £27 per 
annum (UK), application forms from the Membership 
Secretary, Appletree Cottage, Lower Chase Road, 

Swanmore, Southampton S032 2PB, or from the website 
www.leylandsociety.co.ukThe Journal is also available 
at £10 including postage, cheques payable to The Leyland Society, 2 Severn View, Cinderford, 
Gloucestershire GL14 2XE. 

The latest Journal is another 64 page bumper issue, with articles on the launch of the Leyland 
Tiger in Gibraltar and Tangiers (in colour), Leyland's 'Shop Wagons', Blackpool's fire engines, 
Leyland Nationals in Caracas, Samuel Ledgard's roof-top scrapyard and the fourth part of the 
history of Todmorden's buses. Leyland Torque contains articles on Leyland Titan demonstrators, 
Thames Valley's'Regent'tankers, designs not put into production and the usual range of items of 
interest to enthusiasts about Leyland vehicles through the years. 

























WRITE TO: THE EDITOR, VINTAGE ROADSCENE, KELSEY PUBLISHING LTD., 

CUDHAM TITHE BARN, BERRY'S HILL, CUDHAM, KENTTN16 3AG OR EMAIL: MIKE.FORBES@KELSEY.CO.UK 


r 

LDOY PICTURES 

I found some pictures I took in the mid-1960s at a Lorry Driver of the 
Year contest, at Maidstone, on the old market site. You are welcome to 
publish them if they are up to a standard for you. 

Terry Torch, via e-mail 




Mike Forbes odds: The first pictures shows an AEC Mercury tanker, in the 
later Shellmex & BP yellow, white and grey livery, about to start 'Test 1' 

- note the Sea Scout acting as a marshal, and the British Road Services 
Fiomalloy-cabbed Albion following. 

The second picture shows an early-1950s Commer QX in the Smedleys 
Frozen Foods fleet, with a platform body carrying a refrigerated 
container. In the third picture, we have an early 1960s AEC Mercury, with 
the later Park Royal cab, a dray from Courage Brewery. 

Next we have a short wheelbase AEC Mammoth Major eight-wheeled 
tanker, with the Ergomatic cab, in the fleet of Berry Wiggins & Co, and a 
Commer Maxiload artic of Express Dairies, with a covered trailer used to 
carry milk bottles in crates. 

Then there is another view showing the Smedley's Commer alongside a 
Morris J2 milk float. Lastly, we have an early Ergomatic-cabbed Leyland 
artic ofCoulling Bros ofLenham in Kent. 

Great stuff, thanks for sending these Terry. 

_ J 
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MAKE YOUR CAR THE STAR 


SUNDAY 17TH JUNE, NORMAM PARK, KENT 


GET TOGETHER WITH YOUR FELLOW CLUB MEMBERS 
OR JOIN LIKE-MINDED ENTHUSIASTS IN ONE 
OF OUR EXPANDED DISPLAY AREAS. 



www.bromleypageant.co.uk 



CLASSIC 

Car Buyer 


classic . 
car mart 


Book online at www.bromleypageant.co.uk £2.00* booking fee applies to all tickets. Tickets on the gate £19. Advance Entry Ticket £13.00*. Club Entry Ticket £7.00* when booked in advance. All 
attractions subject to change. Warning: motorsport can be dangerous. Advance bookings close midnight Saturday 16th June.Venue: Norman Park, Hayes Ln, Bromley BR2 9EF 
































TRAFFIC JAM 

In this postcard we can see seven or more 
lorries, lined up outside Hartley's Jam 
Factory in Aintree, Liverpool around 1919 
(leading vehicle KB 9433, Liverpool).The 
accompanying caption indicates that 
delivery of jams, marmalade and jellies was 
made to Birmingham, and even Bristol, 
plus the coverage of Lancashire, Cheshire 
and North Wales; not comfortable journeys 
with those solid tyres.The business started 
in Pendle, moved to Bootle, and then to 
Aintree in 1886, where the new factory was 
built which subsequently closed in 1983. 

Two years after opening, a village was built 
for key employees, with streets named 
after jam ingredients. The village is now 
designated a conservation area. 

Colin Barker, Wilby, Suffolk. 



FODEN DUMPER MODEL 

Having just received the latest issue of Vintage Roadscene (another 
excellent read), I was interested to see theTailscene item on Foden 
dumpers on page 75.1 have some pictures form the English China 
Clay's archives showing a similar line-up of Fodens, similarly posed as 
part of a publicity shoot. ECC was also a big user of Foden dumpers, 
although the company also had examples by Euclid, Aveling Barford 
and, latterly, CATs. 

I have recently completed a 1/76 (4mm=1ft) scale model of one of 
the two-axle Foden dumpers, similar to those shown in your article, 
which I have scratch-built in plastic card, with cast metal wheels and 
under-chassis parts, re-cast from an obsolete white-metal kit. In order 
to make as accurate a representation as possible- there were several 
variants of bodywork and other features - I used the ECC photographs, 
plus pictures and drawings from Foden books and publicity material 
which I have accumulated over the years. The book'Foden Special 
Vehicles' by Wobbe Reitsma was particularly useful, as were leaflets 
I had begged from the Foden stand at the old commercial vehicle 
shows at Earls Court in the 1960s. I intend to make the six-wheel 


version as depicted in the excellent Dinky Supertoys model I have in 
my collection. 

David Vaughan, via e-mail 



GLASS-FIBRE TANKERS 

Having just received the latest exchange of magazines from 
brother John, the article on glass-fibre tanks brought back a few 
memories. 

In the mid-1960s, J W Chafer ran quite a few Commer four- 
wheelers with glass-fibre tanks, the older ones being oval, and the 
later ones square section. The rear tank held about 800 gallons, 
(just over 4 tons of liquid fertilizer), and the front one about 1200 
gallons. This gave some flexibility when making smaller deliveries, 
as at that time a lot of liquid fertiliser was applied by contractors. 

Peter Wheeler, Newton on Derwent. 

PROCTOR LORRIES 

As the last Proctor lorries were produced in Hereford in the 1949- 
1952 period, it is no surprise that there are still retired drivers 
in the area, with memories of the vehicle and its good and bad 
points. "The best thing about the Proctor was the driver," one old 
boy told me just a few months ago. 

However, one such driver, Phil Potter went on to better things, 
eventually as one of the finalists in the 1986 Lorry Driver of the 
Year competition. 

George Howell, Bourne, Lines 

FAIRGROUND CANADIAN DODGES 

I must say how much I enjoyed the series by Richard Furniss on 
World War II ex-military vehicles on fairgrounds. 

Could I recommend a section on the Canadian-built Dodge (5 
ton) truck. I think these were destined for the French Army, but 
only got as far as England and were converted into integral vans. 
They had a small windscreen and much larger cab door windows. 
These vans were used to transport air crews and so on. 

I think Henry Thurston owned one, as did the Hood Family of 
Dunchurch, which towed their large Mollycroft living van. 

One still exists, used to transport vintage racing cars. Thank you 
for an excellent magazine. 

Henry Howard, Weedon, Northants 

If we can find pictures of these vehicles , we will certainly cover 
them in the series if possible. 
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MEMORIES 

As usual, your superb magazine 
evokes so many memories. I 
refer to your splendid article on 
Textile Transport in the North 
of England, a really interesting 
article. I recall, when one could 
park anywhere in London, lorries 
and their drivers had dedicated 
self-found areas to park up and 
'cab-it'. 

Especially in the East End, all 
the'Wool Lads'would park up 
in Backchurch Lane, behind the 
Brown Bear pub -handy! Woe 
betide you if you tried to park up 
with 'Sanderson, Murray & Elder', 
Henry Longs of Manningham 
Lane, James Ashworth or 
Fielders! They allowed A1 
Transport in. 

I recall all the lads wore 
wooden clogs and I, as a young 
lorry driver, sneaking round 
from the'Minories', which was 
the'Gloucestershire Boys' patch, 
gazing in wonder at the wagon 

v _ 


and drag outfits, loaded sky-high 
and ratcheted front to back. It 
seems like a dream, when one 
could 'cab-it' in Tooley Street 
or on Commercial Road, after a 
drop of'falling down water', in 
'Farmers'for'diesel dialogue'and 
a good feed-up! 

Sometimes we all parked up 
by Wormwood Scrubs on Scrubs 
Lane. I recall so many parking 
spots and all regular lads would 
meet up and enjoy'proper' 
rest periods, in towns, good 
hostelries and' a jolly good time 
was had by all and sundry'. 

Of course, when in Lancashire, 
Oldham was a regular'pull-up 
for car-men'- and Friday night 
was the one! Ho-hum, I digress... 

My dream is, the days of 
yesteryear, but with the vehicles 
of today - Dream on, Dougie! 

Still up and down'the track'at 75 
and loving it. 

Douglas Vick, Cheltenham 
Spa. 

_ J 


MANCHESTER AREA OPERATORS 

Regarding issue 218 for January and the Scenes Past. Firstly, the picture of 
the AEC Matador and trailer, which I think could belong to Stotts Motors 
of Oldham. I remember them from my spotting days of the 1950s, dark 
maroon. I was also a fan of tippers around Manchester in the 1950s, with 
haulage contractors on contract to Coopers River Sand, Pomona Docks, 
Manchester. 

John Biesty had a large mixed fleet, based in Rochdale Road, 

Manchester (We showed a couple of this fleet in our Road Haulage Achive 
issue on tippers - Ed); George Massey had a large fleet of Fordson 7Vs and 
ET6s, based in Sherbourne Street, Manchester; John Rimmer of Pinhole 
Street Garage, Bury ran AEC Monarchs, Maudslays and Seddons; H Evers 
of Sebastapol Street, Manchester had Fodens; small companies were 0 T 
Smith with Dodge; Michael Day with Bedford; Chorlton Haulage,'Parrot- 
nose'Dodge; Miller Bros, of Adlington, Lancs, Atkinson four-wheeler; 
Curran & Kirrane, Bedford OSB - do any readers remember them? 

D Lyons, Audenshaw, Manchester 


SHOWTIME 

As an ex-driver, I attend several shows a year, to get my nostalgia 
fix. I fully understand that exhibitors want to enjoy their day and 
not stay with their vehicle all the time. I find that a laminated 
sheet at the front of the vehicle gives me all the information I 
need. 

As to the format of shows, I find the Kettering steam event 
excellent. There are HGVs, military vehicles, steam engines, 
stationary engines, cars, tractors and motor bikes. The HGVs 
parade around a ring and the announcer introduces each one. 
Add in trade stalls, food outlets, a real ale tent and a small 
fairground and there is something for everyone - and only £6, 
'oap' rate. 


BOOKS ON IRISH TRANSPORT 

I have been enjoying reading Malcolm Bates'article on 
Irish road transport, a subject I find (along with its railways) 
endlessly fascinating. However, I hope Malcolm wouldn't 
mind my taking issue with him over what he implies is a lack 
of literature on Irish transport, in the paragraph headed 'The 
problem'on page18. 

There has been, and continues to be, a wealth of books on 
Irish railways, and to a lesser extent, on its buses, mainly thanks 
to the publisher, Colourpoint. Among its offerings has been a 
multi-volume on UTA's buses, a volume devoted to road-rail 
co-operation in Ireland, and an extensively illustrated (much in 
colour) hard-back book on the erstwhile Londonderry & Lough 
Swilly bus operations. 

In addition, Venture published a hard-back on the GNR buses 
a few years ago, and there have been other publications on 
CIE's buses from various publishers, the most recent being a 
booklet on the CIE Bombadier buses, surely the most quirky 
vehicles ever to have graced the shores of Ireland? I would 
suggest that Irish buses, let alone its railways, are well-served in 
print - but, as far as I'm concerned, there can't be enough! 

I would argue that Irish buses are actually MORE interesting 
than ones on the UK mainland - there is quite a cult following 
for Dublin's double-deckers stretching back to the Bolton-style 
Leylands operated in the city after World War II, right through 
to the afore-mentioned Bombadiers. 

Is there any more characterful a vehicle than CIE's'E-class' 
Leyland Leopards with CIE-built bodywork, used mainly in the 
country areas and so were in the attractive CIE red and cream 
livery? Talking of which, Stenlake have recently produced a 
book on CIE buses:'CIE buses in colour photographs by John 
Sinclair', which features the'E-class'Leopards and many of the 
other intriguing vehicles operated by CIE. 

No doubt Malcom would argue that there isn't a great deal on 
Irish lorries, but images of them appear in these other books 
I've already mentioned (like the Colourpoint UTA volumes) and 
elsewhere, as now so appreciated in Vintage Roadscene. 

Geoff Mizen, Ely, Cambridgeshire 

As always; lots of books on railways, quite a few on buses; 
but not many on lorries-which always seem to be the poor 
relations , although we're doing our best to redress the balance! 


BRS AND OTHER DETAILS 

Thank you for publishing the notes, cutting and photos I sent 
in the December 2017 Vintage Roadscene. I look forward to 
getting the pictures back. I do have others you could use, 
especially with the 70th Anniversary of BRS coming up. 

Incidentally, with regard to page 38/9 of the February 
issue, in the picture of Fordson 7V, GGL 543 is actually a 
Bath Council registration, not a wartime government one, 
unless the photo was doctored A lot of the GGx series were 
government, but not this one! GGH, GGJ and GGY were all 
Post Office registrations. 

A J Bullock, Totternhoe, Bedfordshire 
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Keith Priestley, Lincoln. 


Oops, bit of a blunder with that registration! Yes please , I think 
we're always interested in BRS picturesand we must mark the 
anniversary this year. 
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Warrington, Wakefield 
and Mobile 
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Consultants 

Full ADR including Tank 
Module and Class 1 Explosives 
with 35 Hours DCPC £600 
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SMALLWOOD 
VINTAGE RALLY LTD 

26th f 27th & 28th May 2018 

EDWIN FODEN'S BIRTHPLACE 
Monster Trucks on display!! 
Situated on A50 Newcastle Road 

SMALLWOOD, CHESHIRE 


For further info please contact: Brenda 
01782 511477 / 07901 595045 


KELSALL STEAM 
& VINTAGE RALLY 

Churches View Farm, Kelsall 
Road, Ashton, Chester, CH3 8BH 
23rd & 24th June 2018 

www.kelsallsteamrally.co.uk 

kelsallsteamrally@hotmail.co.uk 
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Adults £8. Children & Concessions £5. Family Tickets £20 
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Quality radiator restoration and repair service. 
For prompt personal service and advice please 
contact Jess Dilley. 

We also offer specialist turbo charger, air brake, 
oil cooking and water pump repairs. 


Units 4 & 5, Site 4, Alma Park Road, Alma Park Industrial Estate, Grantham NG319SE 
Tel: (01476) 571 404 Mob: 07714 152 394 Fax:(01476)579 636 

www.cparadiators.co.uk 
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DAKINS REMOVALS - 
SCOTTISH TALES 

Although Dakins only did about three to 
four turns to Scotland from Nottingham 
per annum, it quickly became my favourite 
long-distance journey. For some reason, 
we never seemed to get any East Coast 
or Edinburgh work, or to venture into 
the Highlands. Although, to someone 
more used to the Derbyshire hills, even 
the Lowlands seemed dramatic to me. I 
was also lucky enough, with one notable 
exception that 111 come to later, to enjoy 
fine weather every time... and I never 
encountered any of the infamous Scottish 
midges either. In fact, I never have, not 
even during subsequent holidays to this 
beautiful country. 

Without exception, out Scottish trips 
always began at 8.00 am on the Sunday 
after loading the van on either the Friday 
or Saturday. We'd travel via Doncaster and 
the Great North Road to Scotch Corner, 
then across to Carlisle to get onto the A74. 
Our eleven hour journey usually ended 
at a transport cafe at Abington, south of 
Glasgow, where we'd park up for the night. 
After a meal in the cafe, we'd adjourn to 
a nearby pub for the rest of the evening, 
there not being much else to do in this 
small village. Even FrankTaylor, who was 
tee-total and much preferred going to the 
cinema, would come in and make his glass 
of orange juice last for several hours. 

In those days, Scotland was still 'dry'on 
Sunday, thanks to the influence of the kirk, 
but a dispensation for bona-fide travellers 
- which we certainly were after over 250 
miles - allowed licencees to serve us with 
alcohol. Actually, I'm not sure how far one 
was required to travel to qualify as'bona- 
fide', as the pub was always crowded with 
drinkers, who seemed to be well-known 
to the bar staff... Perhaps it was considered 
sufficient just to walk down the street from 
your house to the pub? I've even heard tales 
of people in village A hiring a bus to take 
them to village B, so that they could have 
a legal drink, while the residents of village 
B travelled to village A for exactly the same 
reason - must have been a nice little earner 
for the local bus company! 

Come chucking-out time, we'd make our 
way back to the cafe for supper - taking 
care while crossing the A74, which was now 
busy with Scottish night trunkers heading 
southwards into England - before spending 
the night sleeping in the back of the van. 
Then in the morning, after breakfast in 
the cafe, we'd be on our way to wherever 
we were headed for. Monday night would 


usually see us arriving back at Abington for 
a repeat performance of the above, before 
starting our journey home on the Tuesday 
morning. Incidentally, neither here nor 
anywhere else, were we ever charged for 
stopping in the lorry park overnight, the 
proprietors being satisfied with the money 
that we spent on their premises - though I 
believe that it's different today. 

I can only remember two things about my 
first Scottish journey - well, it was almost 60 
years ago.The first was that we (FrankTaylor, 
Bill Collins and myself in Seddon, PAU 6) were 
piped across the border at Gretna Green, by 
a piper in full Highland regalia, marching 
up and down in front of the famous Smithy 
-I can only assume that someone told him 
I was coming! The second being that our 
destination was a remote house, with a long 
garden, sloping down to the loch-side, with 
a range of mountains on the other side. The 
setting was absolutely beautiful, no wonder 
that I fell in love with Scotland. Mind you, my 
maternal ancestors were reputedly Scots, 
driven south into England by poverty and the 
dreadful Highland Clearances. 

I was always impressed by the seemingly 
endless stream of south-bound lorries 
that passed us as we travelled northwards: 
Albions aplenty, of course, but also Leylands, 
Atkinsons, Fodens, AECs, in fact, every make 
of British-built lorry you can think of - and 
not a single'foreigner'among them. Many 
sported at least some tartan in their livery, 
while others carried patriotic names, like 
'Cock o'the North','Lord of the Isles','Highland 
Warrior'and suchlike - the first named lorries I 
had set eyes on. All would be freshly-washed, 
with paintwork sparkling in the sun. I've even 
seen drivers washing ther cabs with water 
from a roadside burn and tying fresh sprigs 
of heather - no doubt illegal these days - to 
their radiator grilles, before crossing the 
border into England... Scottish pride. 

My furthest north removal was to Dollar in 
Clackmannanshire, north-west of Edinburgh. 
Frank, Bill and myself had brought the 
couple's possessions into store, while they 
looked for a retirement home and, three 
months later, we same three were chosen 
to deliver it. We loaded Seddon PAU 6 on 
the Saturday and set off via our usual route 
on the Sunday morning. This time, though, 
Frank chose to press on to Stirling for our first 
night out, sooner than stop at Abington. After 
finding a place to eat, sometimes a problem 
in Scotland on a Sunday in those days, we 
went to the pictures, though Bill and I would 
have preferred a pint after our long day. 

The next day we ran out to Dollar, unloaded 
fairly quickly and were just enjoying a farewell 


cup of tea, when the lady of the house 
declared: "It's been a real pleasure to meet 
you three gentlemen, we were dreading 
getting the same team as before -och, they 
were so uncouth!"Well, we couldn't get out of 
the house quick enough after that, in case our 
laughter gave the game away. Gentlemen to 
so uncouth in less than ten seconds - didn't 
she realise that we were three of the finest 
removal men in the land? 

Sooner than return via Stirling, we crossed 
the Forth via a toll bridge at Kincardine, I 
think, skirted Edinburgh and then crossed 
the Lammermuir Hills via the A68 and A697, 
both of which were almost empty of traffic. 
We crossed the border near Coldstream - Bill 
had once been in the Black Watch, and was 
rather disparaging about the famous Guards 
Regiment - and joined the Great North 
Road at Morpeth, to run down to Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne for our second night out and the 
inevitable cinema visit: you saw an awful lot 
of films, and a lot of awful films, when you 
worked with Frank. On the Tuesday, we ran 
back down the A1 to Doncaster, branching 
for Nottingham at Bawtry - like a wandering 
river, the A1 has changed its course since 
then. The boss, of course, blew his top and 
accused us of wasting his money when we 
presented him with the toll bridge receipt, 
choosing to ignore the diesel we'd saved him 
by taking a short-cut... honestly, there was no 
pleasing the man. Then Frank wobbled off 
home on his bike, while Bill and I went for a 
well-earned drink. 

We same three rogues did a mid-winter 
run to Glasgow once, new Wm Lawrence 
furniture for various department stores: 
yes, a three-man crew to deliver furniture, 
whatever his other faults, G D always sent 
his vans out fully-manned. Now, if you 
went on a long run with Frank in the winter, 
you went well wrapped-up if you had any 
sense. He'd started driving in the 1920s, on 
pantechnicons with half-doors to the cab, 
and still regarded fully-enclosed cabs with 
some suspicion. Regardless of the weather, 
he always drove with his window partly, if 
not fully, open and seldom put the heater on. 
We set off on the Sunday morning in bright 
sunshine, even though it was bitterly cold, but 
it began to snow crossing Shap. By the time 
that we reached Carlisle, it was really coming 
down and traffic was just crawling along. 
Going up the A74, Bill and I sat huddled up, in 
our caps, scarves, overcoats and gloves, with 
snowflakes whirling around inside the cab! 

By the time that we reached Abington, 
southbound traffic had ceased, as everyone 
sought refuge from the storm: even the 
Glasgow trunkers, who'd barely started their 
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long journey, were jacking it in. The cafe was 
a welcome, noisy, crowded, smoke-filled 
haven, where we lingered for as long as we 
could, no going over to the pub that night. 
The Glasgow boys had commandeered the 
window tables to keep an eye on the weather, 
and were busy passing a bottle of whisky 
around among themselves. Bill, who'd started 
as a trailer-mate with the original Dakins in 
the 1930s, cheerfully recalled when their 
pantechnicon had been stuck in a snow-drift 
on Lamport Hill in Northamptonshire in 
the winter of 1947. It was three days before 
they were dug out, and they'd been so cold 
that they'd burned some of the customer's 
furniture to try and keep warm. 

With that cheerful thought in our minds, 
we reluctantly plodded back to our freezing 
van through the falling snow and did our 
best to snatch a few hours'sleep. It must have 
eased off at some time during the night, as 
we were awoken by the roar of diesel engine 
after diesel engine, as the trunkers, more used 
to harsh weather than us soft southerners, 
resumed their interrupted journeys into 
England. In the morning, the sun was shining 
brightly, the snow-ploughs had been through 
and the road was clear. So, after breakfast, 
we continued towards Glasgow where, such 
are the vagaries of the Scottish climate, the 


YORKSHIRE TIPPERS 

In my letter in the April issue, I promised to 
look for any photos I may have of vehicles, in 
particular any of the Albions I used to ride in 
at Esholt Sewerage Works, Bradford and Park 
Gate Steelworks, Rotherham in the late 1940s/ 
early 1950s, while my dad was filling them 
with coal from the filter beds. 

I have found one so far, of an Albion of 
Holdesworth and Popplewell and, although 
the registration is difficult to see, I have 
written what I think it might be on the back. I 
would be most grateful if you would date the 
registration, to help me identify the year. (I 
think FKY 63 would be right -Bradford[ 1949 
- Ed). I'm certain it's not beyond 1953, as we 
moved house in that year and Dad retired 
from 'navvy'-driving and went to work in a 
factory. 

I have also enclosed some photos of my 
dad's gang building the Oxton by-pass in 
Nottinghamshire in 1939 - so by-passes are 
nothing new! I you want to publish any of 
these, please do so, as the pre-war Bedfords 
are of interest, as is the navvy of Olivers of 
Leeds, for whom he worked at that time. 
There's also a picture of him loading a wartime 
Bedford tipper. Needless to say, if I find any 
more, I will send them to you. 

Harry Larcombe, Whitby 


gutters were awash with melted snow.This 
must have been about 1960, because the 
trams were still running, whereas the next 
time I went to Glasgow, they were gone. 

Thankfully, the next Scottish run undertaken 
by the intrepid trio was in far better weather, 
indeed, it was so hot that we had both of 
the van door windows and the off-side 
windscreen wide open most of the time. Ah, 
those were the days, when you could open 
the windscreen on a hot day. Our load this 
time was Stag furniture, which we delivered 
to shops in a wide arc, from Dumfries to 
Glasgow, via Ayr, Largs and Troon. Stag 
furniture was very heavy - I've got some 
myself and I can barely move it nowadays, 
maybe I should accept that, at 78, my 
furniture-moving days are over - and with a 
full load, Seddon Mk 5, PAU 6, had a hard time 
climbing the many hills we encountered. 

We spent Sunday night at Dumfries, made 
an early start on the Monday and were in 
Glasgow by the early afternoon. Our last drop 
was in The Gorbals, where Frank became 
quite paranoid. He insisted on locking the cab 
doors while we unloaded - unheard of- and 
made sure that the back-end was never left 
un-guarded. We got a repeat performance, 
plus putting a padlock on the rear doors, 
when we went to a nearly cafe for a bite to 


eat, where Frank chose a window seat and 
never took his eyes off the van. 

Bill and I found all this rather amusing, 

I'm afraid, though we had to make sure 
that Frank didn't see our grins and head¬ 
shaking, as he was in deadly earnest. I 
know that The Gorbals then had something 
of a reputation - try reading 'No Mean City', 
if you don't believe me - but, honestly, 
what did he think... that somebody would 
steal his precious piano trolley and try 
and flog it'DoonThe Barras'? Fortunately, 
after our meal, the van still had all of its 
wheels and engine, so we drove down to 
Abington, for our second night out and 
returned home on Tuesday. 

As I've already related the fiasco of the 
MoD paying good money to ship a vanload 
of rusty metal lockers to Milton-of-Campsie 
artillery range, north of Glasgow - very 
good at wasting your money is the MoD 
-I'll content myself by saying that I think 
this was my last Dakins-sponsored trip to 
Scotland... the next time that I was there, 

I was on holiday and had to pay my own 
way. As I've taken up enough valuable 
space for the time being, with the Editor's 
permission, I'll continue my story in a future 
issue... 

David Watts, Nottingham. 

_ J 
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TRANSPORT IN KENT 

Just a line to say how much I enjoy Vintage 
Roadscene.The articles about Kent and 
Sussex transport bring back the memories. 
I've been a lorry fan since the year dot and 
remember quite a few names of haulage 
companies from the past, which have long 
gone. 

First there were the paper companies, 
Bowaters, Imperial, Reeds and Townsend 
Hook. The general haulage firms I remember 
are as follows: Hardy's from Northfleet; 
Arnolds from Gravesend; Braddons from 
Crayford; Alan Firm in from Linton; S & A 
Bowery; Ham River Grit and J Clubb (which 
is still going). 

Of course, there were many small firms 
around as well. I remember a chap named 
Danny Cardy, who lived near me at Lanes 
End, Darenth, and he had a Bedford SType 
and an Atkinson eight-wheeler, which 
were maroon and blue and signed'Trans 
Britain'. East Kent Packers were regular users 
of the old A2 and there was a firm named 
Ackhurst, but I'm not sure where they came 
from. 

Brewery lorries I remember were Trumans, 
Style and Wynch, Fremlins and Friary Meux 


from Westerham, Black Eagle Brewery. I 
remember Johnson of Aylesford and SETAR 
and I've enclosed a picture of one of their 
tankers I took on the A20 many years ago. 

There was a firm that did road surfacing 
from Norfolk and Suffolk, EARAT - East 
Anglian Roadstone and Transport (the 
company had a depot at Pakefield, Lowestoft 
in the 1950s, near my first primary school - 
Ed). They resurfaced the road from Dartford to 
Longfield one year. They had an old wartime 
Scammell towing the burner, the driver 
walking alongside at times, kicking the wheels 
to turn them! 

Does anyone remember the Elms Cafe at 
Park Road, Dartford? It was a gold mine for 
lorry nuts like me! Always full of lorries from 
all over the country. There were also a few 
American 'trucks'of the USAF from Manston 
Aerodrome. 

I enclose a picture of a Commer six¬ 
wheeler, with a Boys, Carrimore or Unipower 
conversion, and I have a question. When I 
worked at Otford Paper Sacks, the company 
had a couple of Commers with theTS3 engine. 
The fitter went mad one day, and showed 
that the engine on one of these was running 
backwards and would blow up! Would that 





have been possible? 

I also enclose a photo of a Berk Chemicals 
tanker, taken on the A2 at Springhead, along 
with two Scammells of Hallett Silberman. 

As the magazine covers all sort of vehicles, 

I've included a photo of a bus as well. Does 
anyone remember John Dengate & Sons from 
the northern area of Sussex? I took this photo 
around 1964-65 at his depot. Alongside the 
pre-war Dennis was a Saunders-Roe integral 
bus. Could this have been the one (and only 
one) that Maidstone & District had? You can 
see a corner of it in the picture. 

I liked the photo of Ken Dawes'two wreckers 
in the magazine. I remember these well. The 
yard was in Swanley, so you would see these 
a lot. The Diamond T had a cab from a normal 
control Ford Thames Trader. I wonder what 
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TROWBRIDGE DETAILS 



happened to both these old soldiers? 

In spite of being mad about lorries all these 
years, I never got to drive a'heavy'or'wagon' 
The nearest I got was a Ford Cargo 7y2-tonner, 
but I also drove buses, RTs, RFs, Routemasters, 
Leyland Nationals, plus some lovely old AEC 
Regents on hire from Eastbourne Corporation, 
so I can't complain. 

I make models of lorries and have enclosed 


some photos.The models are mainly 
cardboard with some plastic parts, finished 
in the liveries of some of the old companies 
I have mentioned. I will cease rambling now 
and hope you can decipher my bad writing 
(I couldn't e-mail to save my life), so keep up 
the good work. 

M R Austin, Swanley, Kent 




Many thanks for another great Road Haulage 
Archive, received just today. 

The picture on page 3 is taken at the bottom 
of Market Street in Bradford-on-Avon, not 
Trowbridge. The SEB van was painted in a 
lovely dark green with gold leaf signwriting. 

Looking at the Bowyers van on page 27,1 
would say with the registration 358MVX, the 
vehicle came from another depot, rather than 
the Trowbridge depot. 

On page 45, the Commer of Airsprung also 
comes from Trowbridge and was painted 
cream. This company is still going strong 
today. 

I liked the picture on page 94 of the Dodge 
100 Series coach, I have never seen one of 
these before. I hope this may be of some 
interest. 

Doug Male, Trowbridge, Wiltshire 




NEXT MONTH™ vehicles on test 


e: 

BIGGEST FIRE ENGINE 

HENRY LONG TRANSPORT 
^tlBSlQNE^MS^GM 

m 


APRIL 2018 ISSUE ON SALE FRIDAY, MARCH 16TH 

* Circumstances might cause the planned contents to change 
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ROAD HAULAGE ARCHIVE 


6 ISSUES FROM JUST £42.93 SAVING 10% 


Never miss an issue 


delivery direct to your door 


RnAB HAULftGE ARCHIVE 

A LIFE WITH LORRIES 

CATTLETRUCKS • GENERAL HAULAGE •TIPPERS 



The Road Haulage Archive is published every two months and contains 
100 pages packed full of nostalgic photos and detailed information, each 
looking at a particular aspect of our road transport history. From lorry 
manufacturers, like Seddon and Thornycroft, to operators, such as Tate & 
Lyle and the Post Office. Or even a review of a particular industry, such as 
municipal vehicle development, heavy haulage and the fairground. 





HEAVY HAULAGE 

ABNORMAL AND INDIVISIBLE LOADS 



ONLINE 

CALL 

POST 

shop.kelsey.co.uk/rhas 

01959 543 747 

fill in the form below 


Hotline open: Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm. 

PLEASE QUOTE OFFER CODE RHAS 


IZfYES! Please start my subscription to Road Haulage Archive magazine. 

YOUR DETAILS 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr.Forename. 

Surname. 

Address. 

.Postcode. 

Daytime phone.Mobile. 

Email. 

UK SUBSCRIPTIONS ONLY 

□ Direct Debit payment of £42.93 (6 issues) taken every 12 months (SAVNG io%) 

□ Cheque / Credit / Debit Card: 

□ £47.70 (1 year, 6 issues) □ £95.40 (2 years, 12 issues) 

PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: 

FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, Road Haulage Archive Subscriptions, Kelsey 
Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TNI6 3AG, UK 

OVERSEAS SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS: shop.kelsey.CO.uk/rha 


BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE: shop.kelsey.co.uk/haulage 


Offer available to new subscribers only and closes on the 31st December 2018. For overseas prices please visit: shop.kelsey.co.uk/ 
overseas. Here at Kelsey Publishing we take your privacy seriously and will only use your personal information to administer your 
account and to provide the products and services you have requested from us. Flowever, from time to time we would like to contact 
you with details of other products that we provide and believe will be of relevance to you. If you consent to us contacting you for 
this purpose please tick to say how you would like us to contact you, either by post □, email □, telephone □ or text message □. 
You can update your preferences at anytime by emailing us on subs@kelsey.co.uk or by calling us on 01959 543 747. We will not 
pass your details onto third party companies. 




3 EASY WAYS TO PAY 

1 ■ Direct Debit payment of £42.93 taken every 12 months (SAVING 10%) 

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit 

Name of Bank. 

Address. 


< 3 > 


Postcode.Account name. 

Sort code Account number 


Signature.Date 

Originator’s Id number 


81 3 I 7 I 31 81 3 


Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain 
with Kelsey Publishing Ltd. and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank 
or Building Society. 


2 . I enclose a cheque/postal order, made payable to Kelsey Publishing Limited, 
for the amount of £. 

3 a Please debit £.from my account □ Visa □ Visa Debit □ Master Card 



Signature.Date. 













































































K eith Roberts has unearthed some 
more interesting old pictures 
and donated them to us for use 
in the magazine. He says that, 
many years ago, he worked for 
a company which was part-owned by the 
Austin Motor Company. He made many visits 
to Longbridge and sometimes visited the 
photographic department, which carried out 
a lot of work for his company. 

One day, he noticed a large pile of glass 
whole plate negatives. He was told they were 
given to the employees, for their children to 
use as targets for throwing stones at their 
homes! He asked if he could have some, which 
he took away, giving them to'Old Motor and 
Vintage Commercial'magazine around 1969. 

He managed to run off a few prints himself, and 
these are a couple of them. 

The caption for the Daily Sketch van reads: 
'Believed to be a pre-World War I Austin Light 
Van.'At least the goods carried in the box body 
would be protected from the weather, unlike 
the driver. Advantage has been taken to letter 
both the sides and the front scuttle. 

The other print shows an Austin commercial 
vehicle sales leaflet, showing a range of 
bodywork which could be fitted to the Austin 


2-3 ton lorry chassis. This was the unusual 
vehicle with the Renault-style'coal-scuttle' 
bonnet and twin prop shafts offered by Austin 
in the early years of the 20th Century. More 
conventional lorries were made subsequently. 

Here we see various platform bodies, with 
and without cabs, with a military application, a 


vehicle fitted with benches to carry passengers, 
one carrying a load of chassis rails, Midland 
Railway lorries carrying a large tank and a 
big Austin packing case, brewery and market 
gardeners' lorries and a van for the 'Manchester 
Corporation Gas Stoves Dept'. 

A couple of interesting period pieces. 
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The Royal Highland Centre, 
Inglistun, Edinburgh EH28 8NR 

24th & 25th 
March 2018 


Three Counties Showground, 
Malvern, Worcestershire, WR13 6NW 

24th & 25th 
February 2018 

4 INDOOR EXHIBITION HAILS 


SATURDAY Large Auction sale by HJ Pugh 
Call 01531 631122 www.hjpugh.com 


PENTLAND 
AUCTIONS Ltd 




5yal 

Highland 

Centre 


HJ. Pui;h & Co. 


HEATED EXHIBITION HALL 


SATURDAY Large Vintage Auction Sale 
Call Graham Burke on 07547 369295 


1/2 mile from Edinburgh Airport 

For tickets and 


www.pentlandlivestock.co.uk 


SHOW FEATURES BOTH DAYS 


show features visit 

www.tractorworldsliows.co.uk 

or call 

016974 S1882 


Our Sponsors 



• Classic Commercial Shows 

• Veteran, Vintage, Classic 
and New tractors & 
machinery 

• Classic Commercials 
and Vans 

• Regional and National 
club displays 


• Stationary engines, 
horticultural and garden 
equipment 

• Model and old time 
farming display 

• Trade stands, model 
retailers and specialist 
spares & parts 


CLASSIC 

PLANT 

& MACHINERY 


CLASSIC s Vintage 
COMMERCIALS 




RoadscenE 


Classic | 

Hffff TRUCKING 

















































